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“FIGHT!”
Ashiya Minami High School lzumi Takada

A big shaking. thrusting my back, woke me up and my head was cleared by the
sound of shattered glass and split pillars. After the violent and long shaking
had finished, | tried to respond to my father' s calling, but no sound would
come out. When | began to feel the chilly air in my room, my terror reached its
limits. Stepping on scattered glass, | went to my parents bed room. Though |
tried to go downstairs, | couldn't find the 4th step to the stairs, because it
had been completely destroyed. We searched for a way of escape along the veranda
facing the south and managed to get to the ground by going down the emergency
stairs. When we came around to the front, What | saw without understanding it
was my house with the 1st floor destroyed and the 2nd floor leaning against the
next house. | remembered many memories of our life in this house for 10 years
and felt as though my emotions were also collapsing with our home. When |
looked around, | found that not only the next house but all of the buildings
across the street had collapsed. We went to the elementary school schoolyard
wearing only blankets and our pajamas and we stayed there for an hour till
dawn. |t was the longest hour of my life. Naturally people gathered around and
they began to talk in low, small voices. |If we hadn't talked with each other,
we would have gone crazy.

After the sun rose, everyone began to go back to their own homes. In my
neighbourhood, one man dug his family out of their destroyed house. Then a man
who was covered with a blanket lying a tatami mat was carried out. As a human
being. | wanted to have the courage to hold the edge of the tatami but my knees
cowered and | could only stand wondering what to do. As we cound take the
family car out of the garage, | took a nap in it for a while. | prayed for this
disaster to be only on bad dream. When | woke up and returned to reality, |
couldn' t overcome the terror that | felt when | got out of the car.

| managed to change into a few clothes which | was able to get out of my
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house, and we drove away in the car. After dark, we arrived at my grandfather s
house. | didn't cry until my relation gathered. After a long long day. it was
the only moment | was able to express my feel ings.

Under the strained situation of the earthquake, nothing but my weak points
appeared, and | often felt how powerless an existence | was l|living., |
recognized that my |life didn't depend on myself but | was dependant on
everybody around me.

| am convinced that through this experience | have learned that the
relationships between people which | formed in this calamity will improve my
mind.

Every morning, | see many destroyed houses from the windows of the Hanshin
train., | think there are many people who share my feelings, so | can feel their

presence very close to me and | say "Fight” with a small voice. unconsciously.

Translated by herself
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Ashiya Minami High School 2nd Grade Class 5

Seiwa Takami

So much was taken from everyone in the quake
because there are so many, what was lost will vary
but what hurts more than anything else

is losing a human being s |ife

| lost my mother

| feel as though my heart were hollow

as though there were a hole

and nothing said seems to fill that hole

however encouraging it may be

| don"t recall being a dutiful son
that my mother would have appreciated
| did nothing but trouble her day and night

which | now regret the most

What | couldn’'t do for my mother

| plan to do for dad

and by doing my best in going to school
I"d like to be

the dutiful son my mother never got to see

| feel relieved to have a new home
vet inside | am still full of sorrow
but | know | can't remain |ike this

so | try my best not to show it
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One month has passed since the disaster

and | ride the train from Sannomiya

for the first time since the quake

the town Is getting better

but | know my heart - never wil

All | want is to forget what has happened

and at the same time | feel that

so from today | am proud to say
that | will live my |ife
with this tragedy and my mother

forever in my heart

Translated by
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The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
Chikage Nakabayashi

Japan is located on the well-known earthquake belt. The Japanese have experienced many

enormous earthquakes.
At first, I'll talk about the outline of the crustal movements called the platetectonics.
Shown in Fig.1, the inside of the earth is, you know, not uniform but consists of several

parts. IFrom inside, they are called the inner-core, the outer-core, the mantle, and the crust

The inner-core is liquid and though the mantle is solid, it is moving slowly just like liquid.

Fig. 1 Inner structure of the earth

. 6,400 km
mn_&(‘_r‘or 5,100 e
outer-core
earth’s crust
2,900km ™ 50km
mantle

Though the crust is often compared to the peel of the earth, it is not a continuous layer
of rock. The earth’s crust is divided into many parts called “tectonic plates” [t 1s known
that tectonic plates move several cms a year. Of course, these movements are influenced by
the core and the mantle, today, I don't have enough time to make the deeper explanation.
IFig.2 is the world map showing tectonic plates. Not only continents, but also the floors of

the oceans are the parts of the plates.
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Though North American continent is included in one plate called North American Plate,
Japan, which is a small archipelago, is located on the area where four tectonic plates collide
each other. Fig.3 is showing it.

Fig.3 The Japanese archipelago and the Plates
North

- American
plate jf

%

Pacific plate

Furasian plate —c—

Philippine plate

<  direction of relative movement
® hypocenter
¥ Tokyo
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Because tectonic plates move very slowly, several ems a year, we cannot sense their movem-
ents. But the plates are so huge that the edge of the earth’s crust is often broken by the
pressure produced by the collision between two plates. These actions influence us as earthqu-
akes and volcanic activity. At the same time, they make deformations of stratums, which is

called “fault ” . Lspecially, it is called the “active fault” which has a strong possibility

L=t 4] (T



of moving again in the near future. For example, the [amous San Andreas Fault in (California,
which caused the lLomaPrieta Earthquake in 1989 and the Northridge Quake in 1993, is a greal
active fault. [t runs for more than 1000kms from north of San Francisco to Mexico. The
San Andreas [Fault is the boundary of two continentsize plates, the North American

plate and the Pacific Plate. The Pacific Plate is moving toward north against the North
American one and, they say, the relative velocity is about 8 cms a year. So, at the BSan
Andreas Fault, enormous pressure which causes earthquakes is constantly produced. At the
same time, the enormous pressure makes many small active [aults around the San Andreas,

In the Japanese archipelage where [our tectonic plates collide each other, there are many
active faults. They sayv the number of them is more than 2000. Recently, The Sakhalin
Earthquake broke out in the Far East in Russia, which was also a disaster. [ was also resu-
[ted from the same movement ol these plates.

Now. I'll talk about the earthquake of this time which is named The lanshin-Awaji Farth
quake. Fig.4 is showing the area near the hypocenter. The hypocenter is l4km under the
north end of the Awajishima. The small island is the Awajishima, and the other side 15 calles
The llanshin area including many cities, Kobe, Ashiva, Nishinomiya and so on. lispecially

Kobe is the sixth largest city in Japan, whose population is more than 1.5 million.
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In this quake, more than 5500 people died, 35,000 were injured, and 160 thousand houses
and buildings collapsed. | suppose you've heard that the elevated expressway called The [Han
shin-Kosoku also collapsed, and that many fires broke out.

All the active faults that cause the quake have not been found completely. So we must
wait for further investigation. ['m talking about only the facts which seismologists have
announced. Three lines on the map are the active faults which are suspected to have moved.

It is obvious that (@O moved at first and they suppose that other two active faults moved
one after another. @, which is named the Nojima Danso, has appeared on the surface of the
earth this time. They say the sides of the flault shifted against each other 2 to 3 meters.

Other two faults are only suspected, not found. They were moved by the pressure produced
by the collision between the Eurasian Plate and the Pacific Plate.

Though the pressure is continuously produced, when it rises over the limit, a crustal move-

ment occurs like this. Next, please look at Fig.5 showing the seismic intensity this time.
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seismic intensity extent of tremor

0 only seismograph can sense a tremor

I people vwho are resting and pay attention to earthquake
can sense a tremor

1] people can sense a tremor
such as doors and windows slightly tremble

m houses slightly tremble
suspended articles shake violently

v - houses shake violently, water spills from a vessel
even walking people can sense a tremor

Vv walls are cracked, chimnies are broken
such as tombstones collapse

Vi less than 30% houses collapse
landslip,groundfissure appear
many pcople cannot stand

' | more than 30X houses collapse
- | Jandslip,groundfissure,fault appear

And the table shows the meaning of the seismic intensity, whose scale is Japanese own one,
not international. The reason why this belt was damaged more than other areas was is that
it 1s neighboring on the active faults suspected to have triggered the quake, and that the
seismic wave was reflected and amplified by the Rokko Mountains which- lies on the north
of the Hanshin area and is made of hard rock. ,

We can see the zone of scale 7 in Nishinomiya and Takarazuka which are far from the acti-
ve faults. This is because the violent tremor was transmitted there and because, on the new
soft stratum which is called the alluvium, buildings shake more violently, so the buildings in
the particular zone were especially destroyed.

Though the quake went on for less than 20 seconds, many buildings fell down in the zone
of scale 6 and 7, not only wooden houses but also reinforced concrete buildings. Because of
collapse of buildings and fires which broke out after the quake, many people lost their lives.

And then we lost a teacher and 7 students of this school. A boy-student of them was a
classmate of the students with you now.

This very short lecture I've given is only the outline of the disaster. You will talk about
that with the students from now. I'd like you, who have come here all the way from the US,
to know what we saw, how we felt, and the way how we are struggling to recover.

[ believe no one knows how precious the routine everyday-life is better than they do.
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