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HEASBINLE

Kobe in Trouble

Kobe needed belp after the carthquake {(Hanshin Daishinsai) that killed many people.
[ fell Kobe was crying out for help when | walched TV the duy atter the carthguake.
[ fell tears fill my eyes when | saw the messape that could be scen hy helicopter that
aid "PLEASE GIVE £S5 WATER" written in the dirl. T knew they would be helped.

But what aboul the animuls who can nol ¢ry ont for help?

Many people ran to help the people. but animals would be last on the list ae far as
many people were concerned. 1 heard at one tme the guverment of Kobe said they
would put the siray animals Lo sleep. T fell so angry. What can | do Lo help the ani-
mials I thought? I called a person in the neighborhood who is very invelved with the
ammal groups. She inroduced me o Michiko Ooisti a veterinurian also in Okayama,
Michike was poing to help in Kobe and ] caughl a ride Kobe with her. There weare
four of us Michiko, her son Taro, my son Kenji and mysclf (Debbic Williamsi We

went avoubd the middle of Febhruuary.

We amived in Kobe in the carly moming, It was cold but people wather from all ov-
er Japan to help these animals. who couldn’t cry oul for heip. I folt very happy that
there were cnough people who cared about the [uwre of the poor animals that Tost their
homes. * For the Love of Animals they came from lar away to help. The animals
wert still sleeping. Tirst there was a meeling explaining that there were ahout 100 dogs,
30 cars and a duck. And then the schoedule of the day. There was a lot of work o be

done.

Preparing meals, for people and animals
Washing blankets

Cleaning cages

Walking dogs

Organizing the boxes senl from all over Japan to help these animals

The mesling took place around Lhe operating Luble which was being used as a hreaklast

table. After the mecting we feed the animals and | walked about 5 dogs for about 20

I



min each. [n the aftemoon Michiko Ooishi and T went with the kids 0 go ook lor a
baby swimming pool for a duck. We found the baby pool, and the duck was so happy.

I flapped its wings and cleaned ils body very happily.

The duck might be was may son’s [avorite. | brought my son hecuuse I wanted him
(@ see penple helping people and people helping animals. More than jusk L sce ] wanted
him t be one of the persons who wore helping. 1 felt this would be good for him to
do something [or the animals. Kids were very self” centered and | wanled o tcach him
1o think of others and not just about yourself. Well, he helped a litlle not guite as

mwch as | hoped. Bul it's a start,

(n the way home for huying the baby pool. We caught one stray dog. There were
many dogs aud cats mnning around the streets aller the carthquake. We brought the
dog back and put it in a cage where it would have o stay for one month o see it
the original owner comes forward Lo claim the dog. The dog looked very sad at me
when we put it in the cage. Bul I konew it was best [or him, and one month later |
gnt a telephone call, they said they have found a new owner for the dog, T was very
happy, and reliefad he didn’t have to stay in o small cage anymore. Whaole families
came from all over o take home a dog or 4 cal as their new lanily member. 1L wuas

very louching o walch the union, as a tamily piciure was being laken.

The next day [ helped with the cats. [ wanled (o see how they were being cared for,
I also wanied o have 1 wood look so T could pick one out to bring home, 1t was hard
tr decide, T took Miike. She looked very cubm and she was one of the olders cats (5
years old). T thought she might have trooble to find a home because she was older. In
(Ykayama [ already have one dog and one cat at that lime, Miike was at the animal
refuge camp for only two days, which means she stay after the carlhquake it is hard (o
say where she was. Tut in the berinning she would bite just about anyome wvery lightly
50 say she didn’t want to be touched. Before she was only 2 kg, she would bite, she
was constantly in heat, and her fur was veey unbealthy lovking, Tt was really lernble
when we tried o eive an injecrion, she became completely wild, Gradually she became
a completely dillercnt cat, She became bery sweet in nature and healthy Tur and her
weigh is perfect or slighly heavy. She always wants to eat, I think she couldn’t pet
much food afier the earthquake for about a month till she was pat in the camp. S0 food

i5 s0 imporlanl o bero Alse it is my guess that she may have stuyved at an elemenlary

T



school o something wheee 15 was lowehed wo oflen by children and many people so
she didn't like to¢ be wuched. S0 the oy way she could let you know was w hie
lightly. Animals can’¢ tell us what a hard life they had, but I know she is happy

now and | will take good care of her the rest of her life

Michike the vet has beeome a very zood friend of mine. T respect her and all vers
for their everyday love and help they pive the animals. And if T did't go and help
i Kobe T never would have mel her. | sometimes think about that. She will stand next
o me as my maid of bonor this Sunday when [ get remarried. 1 will mary a man that
I mel through her. [F it wan't for helping in Kobe T wouldn't have my best {riend my
husband and Lhe twins U'm carryving. In my case Kobe has blessed me, and | only helped
a little. and never expected anvthing in remirn. But for many Kobe and ail cirenmstances
surrounding Kobe earthguake mean sorrow and dose of love ones. 8o it is hard for me
to tell this story because | feel a litle guilty because T was vory lonley but T found
everything | was missing when 1 met Michiko.

Life goes on and we also have o rhink of our blessings. Tt 16 hard for <ome peopls
o look back and its better not to spent too much time logkine back. But look to the
futire, Kobe s filled with people with the desire o work hard and more on. We must
value life itself, and just 1o he with the ones we love. We should never lake il for

erante:d,

People 1 Japan are oot use Wwomuch volunteer work excepl mavbe PTA work, which
16 vory diffcrent in the seosc. Bul when Kobe needed help many people from all over
the world did what they could Tor the people and animals in Kobe,

I hope Japancse people slarl w oopotice I Feels good Lo mive vuar lme, our money

and our possessions to help others and Lo very expecl anything in relurn.

Kobe has changed my LIe forever as il has many people. The Tulure 1s ool ours Lo
see we don't koow our destiny., But lot ook [orward w each mew day!

And cherish life itself be it human or an animal.
Debbic Williams {American 37yrs)

Living in Japan 17 [or yaers

Present residence in Okayvama cily
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