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Preface

This is an anthology of pieces by foreign students here in Kobe describing their encounter with the disasterous
earthquake of January 17 1995,and the misadventures that followed.

At the time of the earthquake there were some 552 foreign students from 43 countries studying at Kobe
University.Of these,seven were killed,one seriously injured,and a further 120 suffered either complete or
serious damage to their dwellings.

The following essays give vivid recounts of the terror of the earthquake,the loss of friends,and the uncertainty
and hardship of life post-quake,in a land with few,if any,relatives to give support.And yet at the same
time,they also recall with pride the camaraderie enjoyed amongst friends and fellow countrymen as they
helped each other out,the human dignity,and the indefatigable hard work of those trying days.

There was a considerable difference between the impact of the earthquake on the lives of the foreign
students,distanced from their homeland,as distinct from that of on the Japanese residents.Hence it will no
doubt be enlightening for the reader to hear about the disaster from the perspective of foreign students.

In that respect,recounts of the disaster from the point of view of foreign students are of interest per se,but the
original aim in creating this anthology was something altogether different.Before we began this project,the
most compelling problem for those foreign students not yet recovered from the shock was to find a means of
dispelling some of the feelings of anxiety and pain.lt was with this problem in mind that we thought of asking
them to write down their reflections in their native tongue.Thelogic being,that in bringing their experiences
out in the open in this way,a little of their tension would be released.

In addition,we also thought that by putting together an anthology of the myriad of experiences and emotions
of various authors,it would serve as a fitting requiem for those classmates who lost their lives in the disaster.

And lastly,yet another reason for recording each individuals experiences here,is that we hope that it may be of
use in future crisis management and prevention.

So,this publication finally sees the light of day,with 56 pieces by foreign students (including 3 interviews),and
8 additional pieces by Japanese who were close to foreign students in the days of the crisis.

Each respective work appears in at least two languages:Japanese,English,and where applicable,the author's
native tongue.All translation work was either done by the foreign students themselves,or by Japanese
students.

Finally,l would like to offer my sincere thanks to all those without whose assistance and cooperation this
publication would not have been possible.

Director
Intemational Student Centre
Kobe University
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We Pray that the souls of the more than 5500 victims of the Great Hanshin Eartquake have attained happiness

in the next life, and especially for the twelve young foreign students this
anthology is dedicated "Never to Forget - Voices from Kobe".



	00230445
	00230446
	00230447

