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Forword

The current exhibition entitted someday, for somebody; itsukano, darekani —
{partage} memories of the Great Hanshin Earthquake, a project for new museum
is held in Kobe winter in 2005.

We begun this project in 2002 with a donation from the Toyota Foundation.
We have inquired about the relation between history and memory, and have
considered the desirable state of the representation of memory and history in the
present age.

Our group comprises artists and researchers. The former includes a poet, a
curator, and a producer and the latter are researcher from fields such as folklore,
sociology, history of architecture, and history. Each member has on interest in
memory and has conducted research and other activities, One of the features of
this group is that a majority of members experienced the Great Hanshin
Earthquake. Therefore, this group is storongly concern with how such disasters are

remembered.

What is memory2 Memory is first a phenomenon within an individual brain.
Since the flesh of each brain is unique to each person, no two people can have
identical memories. To the extent that memory is a phenomenon of the brain, it is
impossible for people fo share memories. The concept of {partage} in the fitle is
intended to emphasize this aspect of memory. But if it is frue that people cannot
share memories, it is also frue that humans are creatures that live in groups and for
whom communication is a fundamental desire. The concept of (partage} relates
to this double bind. The word expresses the will to somehow share memories with
others, even when it is recognized that sharing is impossible in principle. The
purpose of this exhibition is to demonsirate the concept of {partage} , and to

further the possibility of the transfer of memory.

Over the course of two years preparing the exhibition, we visited areas with
strong connections to painful memories.

In Tokyo, we investigated how the Tokyo air raids in 1945 have been handed
down. Only after 60 years has it finally become possible to fully investigate the
names of victims. In Okinawa, many residents were killed in the ground war in the
Second World War. We reseach changing aspects of memories of the war
focucing on museums and monumenis. In Minamata,many people have suffered
from a pollution-related iliness and have tried to record their experiences. In Berlin,

we looked at many new monuments and museums which memorize World War 1,

|6 | Forword
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especially the Holocaust. In Poland, we visited the sites of the camps.

These investigations taught us that the remembrance of negative memories is a
major theme in many parts of the world now. Whereas "commemoration" intends
o meaning that venerate the memory of a winner, the current problem is completely

reverse: it gropes for a method of negative memory in various places.

Museums offer significant possibilities for the expression of memory.
Conventionally, museums have fended to manage and exhibit materials in a way
intended to fashion memaries for the sake of a unified identity. The kind of memory
we desire, however, is contrary to such unification. Rather, we believe that a place
which secures the plural nature of memories is required. The museum has many
resources fo serve such purpose.

The museum is not a place of instruction like a school or a place of spectacle
like a theater. It is a place where memory is handed down through collected
materials. Artifacts are the medium in which various memories were stored.
Therefore, they have the potential to support plural memories.

We refer to our groups as "Forum”. Primarily, o forum is an open space. in
order to communicate plural memories, an open space is required. We believe that

a museum is the kind of place where this becomes possible.

We have organized this exhibition with the above awareness of issues. We
present our concept using the means of exhibition, a catalog, symposium, a
concert and readings. There are articles, exhibition descriptions, and investigation
reports in this catalog. To begin, articles explain the thought supporting this
exhibition. Secondly, exhibifion descriptions explain our methodology. And lastly,
investigation reports describe the present condition of memory closely related to

this exhibition in the world.

The exhibition fitle is “someday, for somebody; itsukano, darekani®. Since our
memory is individual, and since it exsits on a contingent basis, there is no
guaraniee that our experiment will reach people. However, we believe that our
experiment will reach somebody on someday. —Because we blieve memory has
been handed down through such processes, and because memory is a medium
which must be.

January 2005

[memory, history, represenation] forum
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