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Figure 1.

Abdominal CT demonstrated the atrophy of
the left lobe and of anterior segment of the right
lobe of the liver without enhancement effect.
Multiple with
boundary were seen in the right lobe of the liver

low density nodules clear

Figure 2.
Pulmonary CT showed multiple nodules in
the both lungs same as those in the liver.
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Figure 3.

Tumor cells exhibited epithelioid shape, having
abundant eosinophilic cytoplasms and large
nuclei and nucleoli. They invaded to sinusoids
and vessels at the periphery of nodules (HE
stain. x200).

Figure 4.

Immunohistochemical staining showed positive
reaction against CD34 (x200). These epithelioid
tumor cells were confirmed to be originated
in endothelial cells.
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A case of hepatic epithelioid hemangioendothelioma invading to the
hepatic artery,the portal vein,and the hepatic vein resulting in
portal hypertension and hepatic failure.
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Abstract

Epithelioid hemangioendothelioma is a rare vascular neoplasm arising in various sites. such
as soft tissue,the liver and the lungs. Though it is considered a low grade malignant
neoplasm,some cases show progressive growth leading to metastasis and death. We present an
autopsy case of hepatic epithelioild hemangioendothelioma with. portal hypertension and
hepatic failure. A 48-year -old female was admitted in October 1996 with the menifestation of
large amount of ascites. She had a history of liver dysfunction with unknown cause since the
age of 30 years. Needle biopsy specimens at the age of 41 years showed fibrosis of the liver.
CT scan showed the atrophy of the left lobe and anterior segment of the right lobe of the liver
with low density. A postmortem examination macroscopically showed the atrophic left lobe of
the liver due to the many white nodules invading to porta hepatis and the hepatic veins.
Microscopically the nodules were made of epithelioidd shaped tumor cells with abundant
eosinophilic cytoplasm invading into sinusoids and vessels. The endothelial origin of the tumor
cells was confirmed by the immunohistochemical stain of the Factor VIII and CD34.
Ultrastructually Weibel-Palade body was also revealed. We diagnosed hepatic epithelioid
hemangioendothelioma invading to the hepatic artery,the portal vein and the hepatic vein with
clinical manifestation of the portal hypertension and hepatic failure after long-term mild

course.
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