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E #

CRIFF% o 1 v 2 (HCV) O NS4A 13 NS3+ Y
7o 77— EiEERIER© NSHA OF Y Bt
FILHB5 L TWAEATH 508, ZOfOBkEICD
WTRIEEAEHONTWVWIEW, 5ROFK AL D CAT
Ty A 2HVEARICED, NSIA BBETED
(BH) ORBEMEITEEBHESLLEL - 1,
NS4A L L 2 BEFENRBEOME DO A= s %
i Bwic, ¥ RT-PCR ZHVWTEEL NN
TRRAT Lo NSAA Ik aMEl B D S, £h
VIBOBRBESEETH S MM RBIs i, £
T, RBRENFRKIGER T NSIA OFHFREEIC RIZ
THEBERIT LA, BITEVRERE Vb
o — iR TISlE Nz, BlE & D NS4A HEIER
NHEERABE T LM RENE, & 54 E,
NS4A REZRE BV THRBEN® IS 3
NS4A OEFEFEB AR L12E A, NKE 18 7 3
7 BOSEIREBIECLBERARTH 5 LM
fzo E1z, NS4A i3 NS3D N K& isd LEAEK
2B T A EBBES TV ALY, ZOEAED
BRI R TEBICOVLWT AR L, FhEh
WCHNEIWER DS S - 128, #OPRICRIESH>EEED
tro WFNIZL TS, NS4A HEHSEFMEER%
ET5ZE3HOHLTHD, HCVIZB W TNSLA A8
BEMEATHREMHE TS Lickh, ZoRRK
U HFRE X 21T > TL A AREEAURIE E N,

(& )

il

CEBFXyv4 VR (HCV) B75 94 VAR

BL, @mimgirs, BN FEE Faagox
BERFRYALZELTELHE SN TWBEY, HCV
FRG DK 70 2> 5 90% (2 18HAL LE>45570 1028 5 20
FEHDIEC LS 0%DBHFBENLEATH, £L
TELFEEE SBBRLTWAS Y, o942y
L1375 2APEDO—AKEE RNA T, 2E# 9,600 EEH»

5155, WEETICHZ D OB H Y, Babiil
EHEHDERY 2 94 TEOEOY 754 FicH
HIhTtwaenw Fi- %3,010-3,033 73 /B
BRI AHEREREY FoFrA4 v 23 - FLTOLT,
Efrashtc®Y) ForA i, BEHEEOY 7+ <
TFY—EEIANANI-FTE2ODTOFT —
Bllk->TDEEH 10Oy 1 v 2EH (Core,
El, E2, p7, NS2, NS3, NS4A, NS5A, NS5B) i<
Ul sh 0000,

NS4A X NS37uF7—¥ EREL-EHAEKLEE
B LTWT3/74A & 4B, /5A AL TOYIN i # BN
FELTEWID, 4A 4B £ 5A/5BEfiTO 7B
oy VY SEBEEBLIDTAEEY, F NSSA O
B UBLICOBRELTVLAEY L LS, %
DEEERIBEAESP > TV,

SEOWETIR, BEE 2 RBFRICKRIET NSIA
DEBEFEARBE LB, TOEMEABKEHSPICT
3CEEEHME L,

(B &)

75 A3 FOREER

HCV-1bjBk® ONS4ALEEE 751 = — J 4 A-1-S
(sense, 5-GGAGGAATTCGTCATGAGCACCTGGGTGCT-
3, TR, EcoRIZEMBINL ; KT, BHRBAKG D FY)
L J4A-54-AS (antisense, 5-CGCTGAATTCCTACAGG

F—g—F: CRFFRY A LR, FBEEANSIA, BFRE
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CAGTACGCGGCCA-3’ ; THRE, EcoRIZZRFITNL ; XF,
ik F v OEENESD =68H LT PCR &AWL
THIRL 720 EcoRI THLERIR, MRV 5/ 4 v b &
pSG5 (Stratagene) I AAA, EBF5 X I F
pSGnsd A, 71658-1711 Z{E®I U7z, &7z, NS4A
(BEMTI/ B OBL2OREEREN (155 40
TI/E BOSMTIVE 1854073 /B
E#RWMTE752 3 F (ZhZh pSGnsdA 1658-
1697, pSGns4A _1676-1711, pSGns4A 1676-1697)
754 <— J4A-1-S, J4A-40-AS (antisense, 5'-
GGAGGAATTCCTACCAGAGCCGCAAGGACT-3 T # iR,

EcoRIZBHMIBAL ; KF, Bk P OEFHNESD,

J4A-18-S (sense, 5'-GCACGAATTCGCTATGAGGCGGA
GTCCTTG-3' T4, EcoRIZRFMMALL ; KF, BRFLE
IR V) & J4A-DA-AS DEEAEDEIZE T,
FEIRRICERI L 7o NS3AC (aal027-1459)%" % 2 — F
95 cDNA 757 2 v +id, HCV-BK146 ¢cDNA
ZEEME LTS5 1 < — NS3-Eco-1 (sence, 5'-
GGGGAATTCGCCATGGCGCCCATCACGGCCTACTC-3” ; T
RIS, EcoRIFZBMEAL ; KF, BlaRHBma F ) &
NS3-Eco-3 (antisense, 5-GTCGAATTCCTAGGTGACA
CATGTGTTACA-3 ; T#¥, EcoRIFEFBIBAL ; KT,
ka3 F v OESNESD #HVT, PCRICXDIE
B 7o NS3/NS4A &fHIKIE, 751 < — NS3-

Eco-1 & NS4A-2 (antisense, 5 -GAGGATTCCTAACA
CTCTTCCATCTCATC-3" ; T#RES, EcoRIFEFIMAL ; K
F, B2 ¥y OMEBMESD 2V T pMOYMAJ »
SR X 172 NS3,/NS4A AL Tk & 5 NS3/
NS4A(+) &, NS3-Eco-1 & J4A-54-AS ZH Wi
NS3,/NS4A AL TYIRTAFE!E HCV-1bJ BROZE R
A NS3/NSIA()D2FHED 7 5 7' » v b % HEIE L
oo TRHDT7 57XV bR PpSGHICY T a—rL,
FH 75 A 3 F pSGns3,1027-1459, pSGns34A ./
1027-1711(MO94AJ), pSGns3, 4A,/1027-1711(HCV-
1bd) %2/EBIL 172, HCV ¥/ LG OB & REL 7
5 A FOBRRIMER L cDNA 7572 v 2K
R

OS5 L7 2=3=NVTEFNISVRT =25 —¥
(CAD)BEToERIcENZTh waf-1, pb3, SV40,
RSV, c-fos 7o =9 —%FF D> CAT vV R—5 -7
FRAINR, IhEFTICBESNIODOE[HEAL
2% D pWWP-CAT (p21WAF1 promoter)®,
0.7p53-CAT (mouse pb3 promoter)®, pSV2-cat
(SV40 early promoter)®, pRSV-cat (Rous
sarcoma virus long terminal repeat)®, pBL-
fos-CAT (human c-fos promoter)®™ % fff H L
7o

1027 1658 — 1712

y y
5 C|El| E2 NS2 NS3 NS4B| NS5A NS5B 3

~ ’ N ~
- NS4A ™~ _
7~ ~

-~ - = ~
pSGns4A/1658-1711 1658 1711 NSAAF
pSGns4A/1658-1697 1658 1697 NS4A(1-40)

pSGns4A/1676-1711

pSGns4A/1676-1697

pSGns3/1027-1459
pSGns3/4A/1027-1711(MO94AT) 1027

pSGns3/4A/1027-1711(HCV-1bJ) 1027

1676 wasnssssssss— | 71 1

1676 =————— | o7

1027 eossss——— 1459

NS4A(18-54)

NS4A(18-40)
NS3AC

1711 NS3/4A(+)

1711 NS3/4A(-)

B1 HCVHF/ LBEERETI X FICAVONADNA 7572 FOBRK, BB 73523 FELHBZIE

HOZRI %L, BSRT I / BROAE,
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b3
Ltk #BfI3 10% v Y IREMEEMA fc 5V < v 2
BEHirh TR Lt

CAT 7v &4

#1 x10°H oML % ER 10cm OMBERET L —
MCEE, —BREELI, FAENLODO NSIA RE 7
FAIPFECAT VR—=9 -5 F2BAOHE
TRAL, )V UBALVY Y LET TR, 5 v 2
77 bUl1o pSGETIRIFERA VPO —ANRY
y—& LUTERLK, fMia% 48 Bk i@ L,
250mM + Y AIEER (pHT.8) BERP Ty = —va
v (140W, 2453) i K D BERe U7, MR 358 O
58 (10,000rpm, 543) K& ENL, 2@ CAT
EHERIE L™, 3405, 20ul oMLY %
0.05uCiD"C-E# 705467 2=2—, 0.5mM
TEF N Co A, 250mM + Y RIEMGHT.8) LEA
L, 37CTH5BHRIGE 8, RIGESK ISR 7
MckoiL, BB rs7e<brs74 -k vy
ArvbicERALK, TEF VLI NE, HB50ET
L FALENTVIEWI BT AT 2 =a— V%4 — |
IIVXTSI 74—k DEBHIL, ZOBRETEEE
BAS2000 4 A =Y 7+ SA¥ (7Y 7 4 VA)EH
WTHRIE L 120

RT-PCR K& 3B LN VO¥ER

CAT 7 v 4 Ok L[alkkic, HEEMKEIC NS4A R
H7S5ZAIFECAT VR—=9—F5RINELS v
27 =2 L, ABBERIBICHIRRZ B L 72, % O
Kb o, TRIzol AEEXHEWVWT RNA 2L, RT-
PCR %17 -7z, RT-PCRKI& 3, £3°CAT ¢cDNA
b4 37 5 4 < — (sense, 5-TGTACCTATAA
CCAGACCGT-3, antisense, 5-GCGGCATCAGCACCTTGT-
$) & 3% \WIZQPDH DNAWCX T 37 5 4 = — (F,
5-ACCACAGTCCATGCCATCAC-3, R, 5-TCCACCACCCTGTT
GCTGTA-3) ZH\W\T 60°C30 B ATV, W T
94°CTEM, 50°CTT=—Y v 7, T2 CTHRERIL%E
Toto EBIFMOIHI, TT—EOMEE (20, 25
30, 35, 40 41 7 V) TPCRBIGZEFTV, 25-35 4
17 VHBIBOXNKEN TS 5 2 L 2HEAL K,
G3PDH X EEH RT-PCR #tric B 2NE 2 ~ b
o—)Le LTHW,

ARENBERRIGICBIT 5 NS4A OhE

ABRENPFRRIEEEROFELCENT-> 1%, £
9, pSGns4A,71658-1711 % Xbal THIK DNA &
L, RiboMAX RNA Production System-T7

(181)
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(Promega) %2H\ /c NS4A-F RNA BRI &
LTHW, BERIEE capped RNA 24883 %
72912 3mM "'mGpppG (New England Biolabs)
ODEETTIT- 1z, Z0%, RIGEAK % DNA 4
fREER THIL L THHR DNA 2BV R %, Rneasy
Mini Kit(Qiagen) 2HWVWTAK &Lz mRNA %
FEIL 7, p2lWAFL ORBE 75 2 3 F pSGp2l &
Xbal TH WK DNA &L, E@&ERBEBICLT
p2IWAF1 ® mRNA X8 L 7o, ABRENTRK
JGMZ (3 Flexi Rabbit Reticulocyte Lysate (Promega) % F
W, 5 1 DR TEA L pSGnsdA,/1658-1711
mRNA & pSGp2l mRNA OFRKIGE 7o b a—
WIS TIT- T2 T D%, p2lWAF1 EHORE %
pipl €/ 7o —FABEEEVIcY 28 v Tay
MRICK OB LER L1, 7 NS5B ORE 7 7
Z 3 F pSGnsbB % Xbal THIK DNA & L, [
KL TmRNA Z/E®IL T, NS4A g5 v b
o—e UTER L,

& B

NS4A IT & 5 p2IWAF1 CAT VR —% —BIxF
HEICKRIFTE

PAIWAF1 70— — %2> CAT L £—-% — &
= F(PWWP-CAT) HIRIcKIZT NS4A o R %
CAT 7oA IC k0 LIc, pWWP-CAT 1ug
%t LT pSGns4A 1658-1711 % 0 Gifl®), 1, 5,
10, 15ug EHWELTWL L, ZhicLizh-THR
(100%) iHART CAT EHBIHEI S e (”2),
2% D NS4A 1T p2lWAF1 CAT v # - % — &+
REAZBKEHRCIEI L, COERIIBVLT,
pSGns4A 71658-1711 %0, 1, 5, 10, 15ug &
HMELUAE, BAT 23 bo—~2s % —pSGh
1315, 14, 10, 5, O pug EWEL, DNA OKREM
ZELBVES KL TRIEFEADRS—EICES &
dTLFR LI,

NS4A ic & 584 D CAT V£ — ¥ —BETFERD
okl

p2lWAF1 7w~ 4% —-LIAIC, pb3, SV2, RSV,
c-fos 7o E— 9 —2F>ZhZEhD CAT LR~ %~
BEFRBICKIZT NSIA OFEBIc>WTHIRITL
Too MEIEMSEEEFICL S LI, H2OHBREZEL
T, KBCAT v -9 —BET1lugicxfLTEN
Zh 15ug @ pSGnsdA 1658-1711 2iBE& L, CAT
EHERIE L/, NS4A 3, Zh o0 TFoEe—% —~
ZFo CAT Vv — 9 —BETFREAETXTHHE L
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100 4
o
z
2
o 50 -
S
2 25
0 -

PSGS 15 14 10 ) 0
NS4A 0 1 5 10 15

B2 p2lWAF1CAT v R—-¥%—BERFREREICKFT
I NS4A DEIR, pWWP-CAT 1lugx LT
PSGns4A 71658-1711 =2 hh e 0, 1, 5,
10, 15ug PHRT Lk HIlITrFS v X7 =
7 vaviit, BEHHBICHELEIIRL,
CAT 7 v A4t L7 pSGnsdA 1658-
1711 #30ug, I hE—~27 % — pSG5 H
15ug 0 CAT iEH% 100% & L, 3ED
T U 7o EBAE RO IE & EERAEE TR T,

(M3)o K7 0E—%—RTNSIA OHHIE ICE L
DD B DDAITETRE LY, AEELEDEDI-
oo LIz T, NMA DR T E—57 —IIXT 3
BETRREMEICEHREERSWI EMREBE N,

NS4A it & 3 CAT V& — ¥ —BIzFOEBICKRIT
THE

CAT v — 7 —BxFicxts 3 NS4A O&hR %28
BLARNLVTHTT 572512, CAT 7 v &4 O &RE
Bic, pSGns4A,1658-1711 & pWWP-CAT % —i&
MicREIS-ME» S5 RNA 2L, #h%H
WT CAT mRNA % RT-PCR THEERL 72,
G3PDH mRNA BAREI v o — T, XBEE
NS4A BEETRNAKBEMSBE-HRLTVWE I L%
RLTWE, #4147 VM4 L&, G3PDH mRNA
BEAHLORERILL SNl 72, CAT mRNA B
bREBRICH 1 7 VBT Lhs > T L 7248, KB
TCAT 7 v A DX > HEREBDE 12 (K
4)

NS4A iz & 2 AEBREPNRIRK G O #]

Flexi Rabbit Reticulocyte Lysate(promega)
FRHOWVAEREABRRIEREHVT, NSIA &
3R OMBI s s hico NSSB 3 CAT 7 v

% CAT activity
n
(=]
1

3 BADOCAT V& —% —BIETFRERRKEIT
NS4A DFhE, Waf-1, p53, SV2, RSV, c-fos
ToE—F -2 O NThDCAT LR—-%—
BT 1 pg WL TENZTN pSGnsd A, 1658-
1711 g ZEAL, MRS YR 727
vav Lkt CATHEHZRIEL/, 2V}
o—iga v bo—x7 & — pSG5 DHDEE
O CAT /BT, Th%E100%& L, 3
DML L 7 EBREER O E & EEREERT,

AKX BRI T CAT V¥ — 7 —BIzTREOMH
PREBBED SN2l Eh D GRERERE), <
CTRRAEAI Vo — vt LTHERA LK, RBE
RNBARAKIGHR T, NS4A mRNA & p2lWAF1
mRNA %25 : 1 ODLRTEAL, p2IWAF1 #HE
ZRELIEZA, ZORBHEEF, NSSB 2ROV X
Biclk~T, 65.612.8%icislans (K5).

BIRRIEICBES 3 5 NS4A OELREE O R4

NS4A REZEEZ A THRME IcBEE T3
NS4A OEEERE MR L /2o NS4A REZRE I
MliwRrlickdic, NKRWAEK 1407 3 /8, C
KRIGAHIK 18-54 7 X /B8, & % W ITPRFEIR 18-40 7
I/ BPO-oTWVWAE, CAT Ty 4121k pWWP-
CATZHBRCAT VE -9 -7 23 F&ELTHHA
L7zo N KURGEIR 1-40 7 3 / BRI1Z NS4A 28R & 13
RFREBEEIC CAT mHEME L 208, C KinfHR
18-54 7 3 / BR & RFHIK 18-40 7 ¥ / BRI INEIEH:
EREE ot (K6), pb3 7o E— ¥ —%FD
0.7p53-CAT 2 CAT L #—%—-735 2RI FELTH
RLligaicsd, LILiAROEREMB SN RF
K)o

NS4A o & 2 BIRBEIIEIICRE T 5 NS3 L 0SS

(182)



25 cycle 30 cycle
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35S cycle

| Pl |1

«=CAT mRNA

+=G3PDH mRNA

4 RT-PCRIZ&3 CAT L#—~% —BEFET LN VOEER, pSGnstA /1658-1711 % 7212 pSG5 &
pWWP-CAT 22 hZh—BEIc RBIS S oMl h SHiH L RNA #H 0T, CATmRNA 8%
RT-PCR THER L1, GIPDH BHE v Fo— & LT,

100 -

~J
9]
1

% Expression
~N 4
19} [—]
i 1

(=]
—

NSSB

NS4A-F

5 HRBRENBARILNIZE T 5 NSIA OFhE,
Flexi Rabbit Reticulocyte Lysate (Promega)
EFRHOVAEABREANABRRIICE T, NSIA
mRNA & p2IWAFI mRNA %25 . 1 olpFR
TRA&L, 78 ba— - CHRRRIGET-»
72o p2IWAF]l EHORE A p2l €/ 70—~
FABEEROVT, vy 7oy bEICK
DT LER L1z, £7-, NSAA IS4 % a3 v~

Po— L ELTNSB 2HWL, oD
p2lWAF1 BHORREA 100 & L1,

RIERLDZN R

NS3 & NS4A % trans iIc R XE12 0, NS3 &
NS4A 25 cis ICH B NS3,/NS4A 61T UM % 5
7579 23 F pSGns3,4A 1027-1711(MO9AJ)
©, NS3/NSIA M CUIM AR e ERA L RKE S
% pSGns34A /1027-1711(HCV-1bJ) 2B WV T,
BRG] 12 4 NS3 & NSAA OEAERIER O 578

(183)

100 -
iy
Z 75 -
~N—
&
PSO'
<
O 25 4
c\@
0‘%‘:,\\\
Sy F &7
K
Y F 5

6 NSAA REZEEEAEHWBERIEICRES4 2
NS4A OFFEHIBORITE, NSIA OREER
EH (NS4A(1-40), NS4A(18-54), NS4A (18-
40)) #FB4 575 2 3 F (pSGnsdA,1658-
1697, pSGns4A,/1676-1711, pSGns4A /1676-
1697) 154 g & pWWP-CAT lug 22 hZNiR
AL, Wil vy 2722 v a v L,
CATHEMEZRME LI, 2vba—RT §—
pSGH DA DD CAT FEMAEA 100% & L1, 3
[BlOYRAr U 7 EERFE R O Pl & ERER AR T,

WKOWTHRE Lce ZNFAUCHIEIER D S - 7205,

ZOHFICBE S ENHY, K CATIHEEMICER
=B (K7), §1bbH, NS3 & NS4A %
trans WHFREHEE 5 &, CAT iHHEINEI & s,
NSIA-F BMuc K 280fIc b3 &, ZOEEEH
Mo te, T, NS3 & NS4A % cis ICHFHB L
NS3,/NS4A S TR a5 NS3,/NS4A(+) %
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*
% X%
100 f —
g
& 75 1
9
]
~ 50
<
Cj 25 - x  p<0.05
o~ *x p<0.01
0 ry
$ S 45 23
@0 ¥ ¥ 3 F
§ &
Se)
&

K7 NS4A & NS3oBEAKEROE, NS3 &
NS4A % trans W HFEH S /2D (NS3A C+
NS4A-F), NS3ENS4ANcis (NSS4A(+))
WWHRBET B 7 523 F pSGns34A,1027-
1711 (MO94AJ), & 5 i3 NS3,/NS4A (i
TUMTARRESERIK (NS3/4A(—)) 2#%BlT
% pSGns3,4A,71027-1711(HCV-1bd) %= H
WT, BIERIIENCIE S NS3 & NS4A oA
BIEBROEEL CAT 7 v A IS T L 72,
pWWP-CAT lugicstLTEREDO 752 3 ¥
ZEhEh lbug ¥oEAL, Mfdicrs vz
7z Vavitctk CATEMZHEL .
I ha=R7 45— pSG5 DA DEED CAT
EMEEE 100% & Uiz, 3 MDA U 7o KBRS
RO & EREREEAERT,

Auwiig&icsd, ZoMGI0RE RIS, -1k —4,
NS3,/NSAA EAL TUMTARESZETA NS, NS4A (—)
T, L2 >0EAKID & CAT iEM i3k < Mk
SNfeH, Ind NSIA-F BEHOEE& L D 35 -
720 753, 0.7p53-CAT 2 CAT VE—%—75 Z 3
FELTRHWIEAICS, RABOREIESh R
RRBAE) o

& %)

NS4A E NS3 &) v o5 7 — ¥k
FRese10 o, NS5A OF ) vEEFIC bS5 LTV 3
EH®Y THEY, ZoMoBEEI> VW TRIELA
ERSNTWRV, SEIOF LD CAT 7v &1 %A
W BgEIic kD, NS4A 3, 7o ®— 5 —DfEHIC
b od, BImTEY (BH) OREEZMEIT 2 &
BHOH LR -7 (K2, 3), NS4A K& B BT
EVIFRBEOMEID 2 1 = X L 24 5101, RT-
PCR ZHWT CAT mRNA E2¥FE L7, RNA

RENSZT-HKTILOEL SNy o —VEE
& NS4A BT, CAT mRNA BicERE»ONI
ote (K4)o TORERMS, NSIA BBz THE
AEIT 30 REEL NLVTIREL, FALIEOBRE
THBIENBREESNL, 22T, RBRENBR
PUGFHET NSAA OFIERERICRIZTRELBET L.
LA, BEFEDREBRZ oY bo— itk TH
flansz (®5)e ZDH, NSAA mRNAEP2IWAF
1 mRNA X5 : 1 DHERTEA LY, oMo
BER, CAT7v /4 IcB81) 3EEETOILFEHE
D NSAA I X AMEI L BT 2 E/NEVWHDTH -
oo HEREN (EMR) RIEHR & EEMEN TORIG
EVWHERROEWVWICLE D0, HBVWIEOMMD
HHICESC b0t WTiE, HEEETRHOH»IC
TEHIERTER LT, LL, WFHITL TS,
NS4A PBHRIGIER ZE 35 2 &0, ABIRIC K
DHIDTRENT,

oIt El, NSIA REEEE LBV THREE
MENcBIS ¢ % NS4A OBFEEBEBRIT L 12,
NS4A REZEEE LT, BUKEICE T N KihHK
1-40 7 3 7 B, BUKMICE D C KiEmfHIK 18-54 7 3
/B, ZLTNS3LOEASICEERBATH 2HR
AR D 18-40 7 3 / B SEBI S Ntco C RUBAHIR
18-54 7 3 / B RGEIR 18-40 7 3 / BRI N T,
N KUgfHE 1-40 7 3 / B3 NS4A 2FFK & 1213 REE
FEIC CAT FEMEZ & L7 (K6), CORRLD, N
Kimi 18 7 3 7 RS BHIREIIGIC L BEBHEIRTH 5
ZEMREINT,

NS4A I NS3 D N Kinfi L k&AL, HEEEEK
TEIEPHREINTVBE®®, Z T TNS3 & NS4A
% trans ICEFEHE 1L A, CAT B IE &
N7 NSAA-F Bfdic K 2Hidlic~3 &, ZofE
JEI359h - too F 72, NS3 & NS4A 25 cis ICHE L
NS3,/NS4A AL TUM &S 5 NS3,/NS4A(+) T
12X SICHIEDSEE D - Foo —F, NS3,/NS4A IB{L
TUMTARE IS £ 1A NS3/NS4A(-) T3, Eid2
SOEAEE LD & CAT IEHEM MRls i, <
N d NSAA-F BMOEE X 0 3§87 (K7, C
NoOERLY, UTooEnEZONS, £9, B
FUSRESHRE ) R —A Eichb B E2EZ B L,
BEKRDRE L FRIE ORE &L 0HMT 5, Tk,
NS4A B4 DEHEBFKHEAT 55, NS3/
NS4A SHL TUIBTIARREISZ (& NS3/NS4A(—) i,
hoEH & OFEEERNE &Ik - T, NS3,/NS
AA(H)ICHANTEVWIIETEE 2B 3 3 A et 2% 2
5N 5, —74, NS3AC i3 HCV-BK ¥, NS3./NS4
A(+) iE MO%MAJ ¥k, NS3,/NS4A(—)id HCV-

(184)
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ABSTRACT

NS4A, which is a non-structural protein of hepatitis C virus, forms a stable complex with the
NS3 proteinase and is required as a cofactor for cleavage at the 3,/4A and 4B, 5A sites, enhancing
the processing at the 4A /4B and 5A /5B sites. NS4A is also involved in the hyperphosphorylation
of NS5A. However, the other functions of NS4A are hardly understood. In this study, we
demonstrated that NS4A suppressed the gene expression using CAT assay. To analyze the
underlying mechanism, we perfomed semi-quantitative RT-PCR to determine transcription levels.
Our results showed that NS4A did not suppress transcription, suggesting that the suppression of
the gene expression was mediated post-transcriptionally by NS4A. The effect of NS4A on in vitro
translation was then analyzed. The results obtained revealed that NS4A suppressed in vitro
translation. In addition, the responsible region of NS4A to suppress translation was analyzed with
deletion mutants of NS4A. Our results suggested that the amino-terminal 18 residues of NS4A
played an important role in the translational suppression. Since NS3 is known to form a stable
complex with NS4A, effects of NS3 on NS4A-mediated translational suppression were analyzed.
NS4A-mediated translational suppression was partially negated by NS3 when NS3 was co-
expressed in either trans or cis if, in the latter case, the junction between NS3 and NS4A could be
cleaved. However, a mutant NS3,NS4A protein that was unable to cleave the junction still
possessed the ability to suppress translation. It has been reported that the proteins of viruses such
as poliovirus and adenovirus suppress protein expression of the host cell resulting in an ideal
environment for infection. Similarly, it appears likely that HCV NS4A suppresses translation of
the host cell to work favorably for the establishment of HCV infection.
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