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“In our owr time, how often have we heard
fears expressed that Great Britain would not
be able to contiue the supply of sufficient oak
for her royal dockyards, much less for her mer-
chant fleets | ” (Lindsay; Merchant of Shipping
IV. chii) ;
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~ N =~ Element of Physics ~ X #g8E- v ©

There was at one time almost as great a pre-

judice against Indian teak as a material for
ship-building, as this wood is hevier than water,

and in the form of a log will not float,
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A good many yearso ago [ happened to con-
verse with the chief naval architect of our dock-
yards on the subject of building ships of iron-
the answer was charactetistic and the feeling it
expressed so strong and natural that 1 have
"never forgotten it ; he said with some indigna-
tion. “ Don’t talk to me about iron ships, it’s

contrary to nature.” .
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Experience has shown that iron ships are
much more durable than was at first SUppos-
ed. By the use ef cement inside, and by care—
fulattention to outside coasting, a well coustu
ctediron ship can be recloned upon to last,
in firstclass condition, for a period of at least

twenty years.
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mers. Bk IV ch. i
(4) Mulhall; the Dictionary of Statistics.
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Lloyd Register 1906-7.
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(7) Encyclopzedia Britanica.

(8) Ammott; Element of Physics p 305. (4&2R)
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