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In the year of the plague 1665, Child wrote a short essay on trade, which he afterwards expanded, and which attracted a

great deal of attention (editions in his lifetime : 1668, 1670, 1690, 1693 ; see Walford, Insurance Cyclopaedia. French translation
in 1754 ; a new edition in 1775.

To the late edition is appended ‘ a small Treatise against usury,’” written by Sir Thomas Culpeper) Tts full title (ed. 1975) will
indicate its character: ¢ A New Discourse of Trade: wherein are recommended several weighty points relating to Companies of
Merchants.
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Sir Josiah Child, an eminent member of the body of Directors, in his Celebrated Discourses on Trade, written in 1665, and
published in 1667, represents the trade to India as the most beneficial branch of English Commerce ; and in proof of this opinion

he asserts, that it employs from twenty-five to thirty sail of the most warlike Mercantile ships of the Kingdom—(Mill’s History of
British India Vol. I.)
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His © New Discourse of Trade,” published originally in 1665, was gradually expanded, till it came to include the following
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The fore-going Discourse I wrote in the Sickness-Summer, at my Country-Habitation, not then intending to publish it, but

only to communicate it to some Honourable and ingenious Friends of the present parliament, who were pleased to take Copies of
it for their own deliberate Consideration and digestion of the principles therein asseried ; which at first were strange to them, as
I expect they will be most others, till they have spent some time in thinking on them;
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In an edition, we have, dated 1690, are the words on the title page “ never before printed ” and it contains, by way of appendix

A small treatise against usuary written by Six Thomas Culpeper, the elder.
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Sir Josiah Child already recognised that changes of fashion must prove fatal to it, and that a nation which intended to have

the trade of the world ‘must make article of every quality, 1. I. On Trade, p. 181 (ed. 1692).
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Child (Sir Josiah) A New Discourse of Trade ; wherein is reccommended several Weighty Points relating to Companies of
Merchavts, the act of Navigation, Naturalization of Strangers, and our Woolen Manufactures, the Ballance of Trade, and the

Natare of Plantations, &c., s.m., 8 vo., new half calf, 21 s., 1692,
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On Trade, p. 131 (ed. 169%.)
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A New Discourse of Trade : Wherein are recommended several weighty points, relating to Companies of Merchavts ; The Act

§

=

of Navigation, Naturalization of Strangers, and our Woollen Manufactures. The Balance of Trade, and Nature of Plantations ;
with thelr consequences, in relation to the Kingdom, are seriously discussed. 7

Methods for the Employment and Maintenance of the poor are proposed.

The Reduction of Interest of money to 4 1. per cent. is recommended.

And some proposals for erecting a Court of Merchants, for dete; mining Controversies relating to Maritime Affairs, and for a



. Law for transferring of Bills of Debits, are humbly offer’d.
To which is added, A short, but most excellent Treatise of Tnlerest.
By Sir Josiah Child, Baronet.
The Fourth Edition
London

Printed fot J. Iodyes, on Londou Bridge......
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