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The owners of ships are civilly responsible, to the freighters and shippers, for the acts of their
captains and their officers relative to the cargo, provided they can not prove that damage was caused
by force majeure, by viceproper of the merchandise, or by the fault of the shipper,

It is, however, lawful for the parties to vary this responsibility by special stipulations, with the
following exceptions ; —

Owenrs of ships should be prohibited from relieving themselves in advance of their responsility by
inserting a clause in the contract of affreightment, ﬂru bill of lading, or by any other agreement : —

(A). For any acts of their captains or their officers tending to compromise the seaworthiness of the

ships,
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(B). For any act which would cause damage throagh improper stowage, want of care, or incomp-

?ﬁ

)

lete delivery of the goods confided to thier care.
(C). For all barratry, all acts and cases of negligence having the appearance of gross fraud, -
The responsibility of shipowners resulting from zom acts and engagements of their officials is limited
to the value of the ship and freight. |
They can rid themselves of this responsibility by abandoning the ship and the freight or their value
at the moment of the commencement of suit,
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