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Family Function in Child Rearing Families
Affected by Patient with Chronic Illness

Noriko Tsuda," Mamiko Yada,' Masako Uchi,' Yuko Kawaguchi,
Junko Hosokawa,! Keiko Murata,! Hihumi Kusaba,' Nobuko Matsuda,’
Noriko Okubo,? Satomi Ono,' and Naoko Arita®

ABSTRACT :  The purpose of this study is to identify the factors affecting family function
in relation to disease conditions, which one of the family member suffers from. The subjects
consist of 27 families in which rheumatoid patient rears young children. A questionnaire
based on Hymovich’s model (D. Hymovich, 1992) was used and the answers was collected by
mail from outpatients at a university hospital. The components consisted of system, mediate
variables (stress, belief about illness, coping, strength, resources) and the level of family
functioning for assumed outcome variables. The results were: 1) There was positive correla-
tion between the level of family functioning and coping, strength, and resources, 2) There
was positive correlation between family strength and coping, belief about illness and re-
sources, and 3) There was positive correlation between burnout as a individual system and
stress and negative correlation between burnout and family strength, family functioning.

These findings suggest that reinforcement of mediate variables enhances the level of family
functioning, and nursing intervention in individual systems prevents breakdown of the family
functioning by disease condition.

Key Words : Chronic illness,
Child rearing family,
Family functioning,
Mediate variables,
Rheumatoid arthritis.
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