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Research Process

-- Evolutionary and Planned --

Evolutionary
. Merging Points

-Being intrigued by the cultural
milieu of M.I.T. where
. entrepreneurship is naturally
emphasized.

-Read Rich & Gumpert (1985)
that is based on
their experiences at the
M.LT. Enterprise Forum.

-l visited National Director of
MIT/EF and ane of the founders
with ex-director of Mitsubishi
Electricin Summer of 1985,

-Inc. Magazine's cover story

on “Entrepreneurs’ Networking”:
Being intrigued by this “buzzword.”

-National Director of the

Planned

-Trying to find concrete research
issues that deal with
the association between
social networks and innovative
activities

-Preference over the research
issues that | would not find in
Japan, about which | could
make the best use of M.I.T.

-Began to attend the Forum's
to observe entrepreneurial
networking in action.

-Frequent talks with National
Director

Forum became a major informant.

-Became intrigued by paradoxes
like strength of weak ties
(Granovetter, 1983) and
reliance of self-reliant entre-
preneurs on others

-Emerging ideas of club versus
circus contrasts through the
analysis of the history of the

Forum and some literature

(Moore, 1979; Kadushin, 1966,

1968).

-1 found out about the Dialog
Groups of SBANE through

-Reviewed relevant literature
in three domains: entrepreneur-
ship; social network theories;
and interorganization theories,

-Intensive interviews with
insiders of the Forum. (Jan-Feb,
1986)

-Access to internal documents

-Questionnaire survey of partici-
pants of a monthly session.

interviews with an ex-MIT professor,
the result of my questionnaire survey,

and Gumpert & Boyd (1984).



AR 2 BB T T e — - L RBSEN T e — 87

{continued)
Evolutionary Planned
Merging Points
-involved with the study of
user groups in PCB CAD/CAM
software industry as an organiza- .
tional vehicle for information -Intensive interviews with
sharing among engineers. (Sum, 1986) , group coordinators and other
. members of the Dialog Programs
-Evolution of comparative frame- -Director of education (Dec. 1986-Jan, 1987)
work: Reorganization of at SBANE became a major
previous thoughts. informant. -Access to internal documents of
the Dialog Programs.
-Rediscovery of the comparative
methods of the Glaser & Strauss’ -More systematic questionnaire -
(1967) sort. survey for both Forum and

" the Dialog (May, 1987)

-Talks with occasional visitors
from Japan -- Both academics
and business persons about
the 128 high tech community,

-Awareness of a broader
cultural context in which
this study resides: Bellah et al.
(1985) and Tocqueviile's classical

work.
-Cultural issues became salient. -A redefinition of the study in
the broader domain: The basic
entrepreneurial paradox as
a special case of the tension
between individualism and
social commitment. ,
-Analysis of survey data and
-Cross cultural comparison content reanalysis of the
in the future issue (beyond interview data.
thesis).

-The final merging point:
Dissertation thesis.






