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A Study of “Bunmatsu-shi”
it's Function of Regard towards the Listener

NAKANISHI, Yasuhiro

The objective of this paper is to consider the function of “Bunmatsu-
shi”,particularly the function which regards for the listener. “Bunmatsu-
shi” is called the “Final Particle”.

In Japanese, many kinds of “Bunmatsu-shi” are used at the end of the
sentences, having special meanings and functions. “ Bunmatsu-shi”
indicates that the speaker has completed an expression, and wishes to hear
the listener’s opinion, and also to know whether the listener agree with
himself or herself. In spoken expressions, it can be said that “‘Bunmatsu-
shi” is an indicator of the level of the relationship between the speaker
and the listener.

In my last paper, I classified “Bunmatsu-shi” into three groups on the
basis of it’s meaning and function. The first group consists of ‘Na’ and

‘Ne’, while ‘Yo', ‘Zo’ and ‘Wa’ form the second group. The third
group contains ‘Ka’ and ‘No’. I think that each of the “Bunmatsu-shi”
has it’s own “Depth”, which appeals to the listener’s mind and heart.
Regarding this “Depth”, ‘Ne’ is deeper than ‘Na’, in the second group

‘7o’ 1s the deepest, with ‘Yo’ being deeper than ‘Wa’, while ‘Ka’' is
deeper than ‘No’. Therefore in spoken expressions each of the “Bunmat
su-shi” expresses how the speaker regards the listener. In conversations,
the speaker uses the “Bunmatsu-shi” which is selected according to the
point of subject and the relationship between the speaker and the listener.

Therefore in the teaching Japanese we should emphasize that foreign
learners of Japanese at first level should restrict their use of “Bunmats
u-shilNa,“Ne, Yo, Zo,Wa, No)” to only imformal occasions, such as
talks with their friends.





