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Semantic Property of Evidentials in Japanese
—From Analysis of Some Adverbs —

ADACHI Taro

In the system of Japanese epistemic modality, there is a subtype so-called
evidentials, e.g. yooda, mitaida, rasii and so on. In this paper, I examine
semantics of evidentials with reference to two adverbs, doomo and saiwai, and
point out some semantic properties of evidential expressions in Japanese.

Doomo requires a experiential or sensational predicate. The fact that doomo
often cooccurs with evidential expressions suggests that Japanese evidentials share
the same semantic property of such predicates.

Saiwari expresses speaker’s evaluative attitude to proposition and is used with
determinate predicate. Because evidentials can cooccur with saiwai, they are
considerd to be determinate in a sense.

In conclusion, epistemic modality is generaly characterized by uncertainty of
proposition but evidentials appear to have possibility that they lack this property

at least in their some usage.





