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The Religious
Foundation of
the Modern

Japanese Capitalism

Tapanro Ugmatsu®

Abstract

It is often argued that the behaviors
of Japanese firms, consumers and govern-
ment officials are considerably different
from those of the Western partners. But,
there has been very few works written
on the religious foundation of the
Japanese capitalism.

This note tries to offer a hypothetic-
al theory on the religious fuondation of
the modern Japanese capitalism. After
the introductory note of section I, sec-
tion Il points out several characteristics
of Japanese religions (Buddhism, Con-
fucianism and Japanese Shintoism). Sec-
tion I focuses on the Imperial Rescript
to Soldiers and Sailors (Gunjin Chokuyu)
of 1882, the Imperial Rescript on Educa-
tion (Kyouiku Chokugo) of 1890 and

% Professor, Graduate School of International
Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.

Meiji Laws of Family and Inheritance of
1898, and explains that those Rescripts
and Laws asked Japanese people to be
faithful to the Emperor, to respect their
ancestors and parents, to be honest and
modest, and to work hard.

Section IV argues first that Japanese
people accepted the virtues shown in
those Rescripts as their own and be-
haved themselves to be in accordance
with them either as workers in the fac-
tories, as farmers in the farm fields or as
soldiers in the army and navy forces,
and secondly that the results were both
the Japanese economic development and
also the reckless Pacifc War. Finally a
tentative summary is given in the last

section V.



