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1992, p. 14.
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15 M. Hardiman & J. Midgley, op. cit., p. 16.

16 W. A. Lewis, “Economic Development
with Unlimited Supplies of Labor”, in The
Manchester School of Economic and Social
Studies, May 1954,
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18 M. Hardiman & J. Midgley, op. cit., p. 16.
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Social 'Development,
Reconsidered

Nobuyoshi NISHIZAWA"

Abstract

Social development is not a new
concept. It had been already used in
the documents of the United Nations in
the 1950s. But, its importance was
not so much realized by the govern-
ments of developing countries at that
time.  Therefore, most development
plans of those countries made little ref-
erence to social development because it
was thought that economic growth
would lead to improvements in levels
of living and welfare and thus reduce
poverty. But, as the benefits of eco-
nomic growth did not trickle down to
the poor substantially, it could not al-

ways bring about the expected results.
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Even now, there are more than one bil-
lion people, who are situated in abso-
lute poverty, that is, subsistence level
of living. From around 1970, howev-
er, social development was thought to
be also essential not only to generate
and facilitate economic growth, but
also to reduce poverty in the develop-
ing countries.

The aim of this paper is to recon-
sider the meanings of social develop-
ment by following the orbit in its prac-

tice and thought.
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