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Summary

THE SENIOR CITIZENS CLUBSIN THE URBAN AREA AND THE
ORIENTATION OF THEIR ACTIVATING POLICY - RESULTSAND
INFERENCE FROM A QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY IN HY OGO
PREFECTURE -

TOSHIKI MURAKAMI

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the present conditions of senior citizens' clubsin cities, and
to review the direction of their activating policies. A questionnaire survey was carried out in the
Hyogo Prefecture in 2003 and the result of this survey is analyzed here to evaluate this trend.

Senior citizens' clubs play a vital role in Japan in terms of human welfare and social interaction.
However, the rate of memberships in senior citizens' clubsis in the declining trend since around the
1980s. The rate of memberships in cities is especially low in comparison with rura and semi-urban
areas. This paper focused especialy on the factor of declining rates of memberships and on the
measures to increase membership, while the present conditions of the clubs and the activating policy
issues which emerged out of the questionnaire survey were also critically analyzed.

The results show that, positive inviting activities and diversity of activation measures have
succeeded in increasing the memberships. However, it is also understood from the study that the
declining trend in the rate of memberships could be due to the negative image of the so called “Rojin

Club” and/or qualitative changes in the elderly people.





