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Evaluative Modality and Performative Modality
TAKANASHI Shino

The aim of this paper is to discuss the relationship between evaluative
modality and performative modality in Japanese..

The majority of evaluative modals function as imperatives when they are used
for an act 1) which is by the hearer 2) which is controlable 3) which is not
performed yet.

On the other hand, imperative and prohibitive forms, which are typical
performative modals, can be close to evaluative modality.

Firstly, imperative and prohibitive forms can function not only as 'order' and
forbidding' but also as 'permission, 'invitation' or 'advice' under some contextual
conditions.

Secondarily, imperative and prohibitive forms can indicate the speaker's
dissatisfaction as a kind of evaluation on the hearer's acts which are already
performed.

These facts show that evaluative modality and performative modality are
strongly related.





