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Debate on how to support students to continue their higher education learning
in the COVID-19 pandemic (the second report) :
Analysis of the National Congress deliberations
from the 205th session in 2021 to the 208th session in 2022

WATANABE Akio *

Abstract

In order to clarify the background and characteristics of the 'free education’ debate, I have followed the
National Congress deliberations from the 190th session in 2016 to the 204th session in 2021. In this paper
(the sixth report in total) , I mainly dealt with the 205th (October 4, 2021-October 14, 2021) , 207th
(December 6, 2021-December 21, 2021) and 208th (January 17, 2022-June 15, 2022) sessions of the Diet,
and examined the aftermath of the student support debate for continuing their higher education learning
in the COVID-19 pandemic using the Parliamentary Minutes Search System. Continuing from FY2020, the
Japanese Government proposed emergency benefits for students to continue their studies in the FY2021
supplementary budget (October, 2021, 67.5 billion yen for 670,000 people at 100,000 yen per person) . The
debate on verification of performance and improvement of the system of support for learning higher
education, which will be in place for several years from 2020, caught the attention. With the
implementation of the new system, the rate of advancement to higher education of children in households
exempt from residence tax rose from 40% to 54%. However, while 510,000 students were budgeted for
grant-type scholarships, the actual results of support were insufficient, with 270,000 people (53%) in
FY2020 and 320,000 people (63%) in FY2021. As for improvements to the system, there were opinions
that support should be expanded from the low-income group to the middle class (annual income of less
than 59million yen, annual income of 6 million yen, etc.) . There was also a request that university
enrolment should be included in the scope of welfare benefits. There was also a discussion on the grounds
for the entrance fee and calling for a review or abolition.

Keywords

COVID-19 pandemic, emergency benefits for students to continue their studies, verification of performance
and improvement of the system of support for learning higher education, unfounded and abolition of the
entrance fee system, 10 years since withdrawal of reservation on the progressive introduction of free
education, individual complaints mechanism
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