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How to publicize various information of educational expenses support
in Shiga Prefecture and its 19 local governments:
The sixth report of the study on local government comprehensive policy
for the progressive introduction of free education

Yoko WATANABE(Kimiwada)! and Akio WATANABE?

With the aim of advancing the study of issues for comprehensive municipal measures for gradual
free education based on the current situation and characteristics of each prefecture, this paper
examined publicity and measures related to information on support for education costs in Shiga
Prefecture and 19 cities and towns.

As a result, the following seven characteristics were identified.

1. Shiga Prefecture played a leading and coordinating role in creating the environment and conditions that enabled
the 19 cities and towns to develop measures;

2. The publication of guidebooks and distribution using SNS for providing childcare information;
At the pre-school stage, there are unique measures such as free childcare fees and family childcare support, etc.;

4. At the compulsory education stage, there are subsidies for school lunch fees and learning and after-school
support, etc.;

5. At the stage of high school and university students, there are scholarships (benefit and loan) and scholarship
repayment support programmes, etc.;

6. As support for regional development, there are securing means of local transport and the regional plan of
independent symbiosis, etc.;

7. With regard to relief measures for the COVID-19, support of virus tests for pregnant women and temporary free
school lunch fees in relation can be seen.

In addition, in relation to 'seamless support' and 'multilayered and complementary support', firstly,
the development of original measures based on the 13 projects of the Regional Child and Child Care

Support Services, and secondly, the case of postnatal care services, was considered.

Key words: Shiga Prefecture and its 19 local governments, support for education expenses, public
information, local government comprehensive policy, progressive introduction of free
education, seamless support, multilayered and complementary support, regional child

and childcare support projects, postnatal care projects
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