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Issues on the role of women and ways of deconstructing gender in
reconstruction activities in the disaster-affected area
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Issues on the role of women and ways of deconstructing
gender in reconstruction activities in the disaster-
affected area

Koji Matsuoka
Abstract

The paper examines the challenges of reconstruction support activities from a gender perspective
and practical measures to resolve them through observations of involvement in local reconstruction
activities immediately after the Great East Japan Earthquake. Based on the findings from the support
activities in the town of Akasaki, Ofunato, Iwate Prefecture, the paper lays out the reality of women's
roles and exclusion and explains the need for a supporting principle that generates the restoration and
reconstruction of vernacular gender. Through critically examining the author's practice, the paper
reaffirms the significance of the latest learning theory of social education research, 'intersection and

encounter of vernacular gender as "Toujishasei"' and argues for the necessity of its embodiment.
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