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History and Policy of Easing the Burden of University Tuition Fees in the Republic of

Korea: The 5th Japan-Korea/Korea-Japan Dialogue Project and Suggestions for Japan
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Abstract

As part of the JSPS KAKEN Research “Japan-Korea comparative study of the law, system, administration
and finance on the progressive introduction of free education at higher education” (2019-21) and “Comparative
research between Japan and South Korea on reducing the financial burden of higher education and on
support for study in the corona crisis” (2022-25), we have started a Japan-Korea/Korea-Japan dialogue
projects. This report summarizes the results of the 5th project, “Movement to guarantee rights of education
and progressive introduction of free education in higher education in Korea and Japan". Based on the report
by Park Ker-Young, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, “History of reducing the burden
of university tuition fees in South Korea" and on the report by researcher Lim Eun-Hee, “Policies to ease
the burden of university tuition fees in South Korea" (Tago Taisuke was a translator of materials and on-the-day
interpreter) , we can obtain the latest information and knowledge.

Higher education in South Korea, which started and expanded mainly through private schools, has been
subject to the beneficiary-pay principle, leading to skyrocketing university tuition fees and bankrupting
household finances. In response to the growing movement for half-price tuition fees by students and civil
groups, the South Korean government introduced a grant-type national scholarship in 2012, and abolished
university admission fees in 2018 (national) and 2023 (private) . The national scholarship has been extended
to middle-income families and families with multiple children, and the support rate is 48.6% (2022) .
However, it can only be used for tuition fees, and many students who have not received it due to academic
performance or income requirements and graduate students are left behind. In South Korea, the movement to
reduce the burden of tuition fees and strengthen the public nature of higher education will continue.
Keywords: Republic of Korea, university registration fees, history and policy of burden relief, Japan-Korea/

Korea-Japan dialogue projects, implications for Japan





