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The Foundations of “Civilian Governor” Kijiro NAKATSUJI
in Taiwan under Japanese Rule:
From the Perspective of the Network
of Japanese Businessmen Established by the 1920s

Noguchi Eisuke

Research on the political and economic activities of Japanese businessmen
in Taiwan under Japanese rule tends to focus on the period after the late 1920s,
when Office of the Governor-General of Taiwan promoted industrialization
and Taiwan entered the wartime regime. Therefore, this study centers on
the period from the early days of Japanese rule to the 1920s and focuses
on the network formation process of influential businessmen who were
called “civilian governors” before they began to exert influence on politics
and economy. This study takes the case of Kijiro NAKATSUIJI, a “civilian
governor” who became the president of the Taipei Business Association in
1924, and analyzes him in terms of geographical, business, and religious
networks.

As the result of the research, it is found that that through interfaith religious
activities at Buddhist temples, NAKATSUJI had developed a network of
businessmen who would later serve together as directors of the Taipei
Business Association and directors of the same companies by 1924. This
suggests that the human network of Japanese businessmen established by the
1920s may have influenced the subsequent policies of Office of the Governor-
General of Taiwan and the colonial economy.

Key words: Taiwan under Japanese rule, Civilian governor, Japanese
businessmen, Kijiro NAKATSU]JI, Human network






