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Emerging of a Bangladeshi Settlement “Little Dhaka” in Tokyo:

A Case Study of Higashijujo and Jujo

SAWA Munenori

Kobe University
(Human Geography)

This paper conducts research on the case study area of Higashi-Jujo and Jujo in Kita-ku,
Tokyo, which is also known as “Little Dhaka", a residential area for Bangladeshi people living
in Japan, as there are many Bangladeshi restaurants and grocery stores, and a mosque has
also been built there. This paper aims to make clear (1) Characteristics of current Bangladeshi
residents in Japan among South Asian migrants, (2) Historical changes in international
migration from Bangladesh to Japan, (3) Formation process of the ethnic enclave "Little
Dhaka", (4) Strategies of Bangladeshi restaurants and food stores that are developed as ethnic
businesses, (5) Transnational relationships where mutual social relationships continue across
national borders between the place of origin and the place of residence.

The results obtained here are summarized as follows;

(1) A characteristic of current Bangladeshi residents in Japan is that (former) male
international students play an important role. They entered Japan as international students
at Japanese language schools, and after graduating from vocational schools and universities,
they found employment at Japanese companies, and some of them started used car trading
businesses and Bangladeshi restaurants and food stores. In some cases, Japanese language
schools (study abroad agencies) were established in Dhaka. The life path of a man who came
to Japan as an international student is continuously being formed: after getting married, he
takes his wife and raises his children. Chain migration has been established by bringing in
siblings, relatives, friends, and people from the same hometown, and by imitating the life
paths of former international students who succeeded in Japan one after another. Furthermore,
the number of "permanent residents" is increasing as the period of residence in Japan becomes
longer.

(2) Until 1989, the international migration from Bangladesh to Japan consisted of single male
unskilled workers from poor developing countries working at “Tight, Dirty and Dangerous”

sites. Since 2012, the composition has changed significantly to include relatively wealthy,
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highly educated (high school graduates or above) male international students and former
international male office workers from regions that have experienced economic growth and
improvements in educational standards, as well as their families.

(3) As the international migration of Bangladeshis to Japan increased, Bangladesh settlement
began to form in Higashijujo and Jujo, Kita Ward, Tokyo. The formation process of “Little
Dhaka”, the largest Bangladeshi settlement in Japan, is as follows. The first Bangladeshi
grocery store in Tokyo opened in Higashijujo in 1988, and Bangladeshi people began to
settle in the area. The grocery store manager established a Japanese language school (study
abroad agency) in Dhaka and recruited students through word of mouth, which attracted many
students from the same Comilla district as the manager, accelerating settlement in Higashijujo
and Jujo. Learning about its success, former international students from Comilla District
imitated the method and opened Bangladeshi restaurants and grocery stores in Higashijujo
and Jujo, as well as establishing a Japanese language school (study abroad agency) in Dhaka.
Today's Higashijujo and Jujo is a town that accepts many Bangladeshi students from the
suburbs of Dhaka, where economic growth has progressed and educational standards have
improved, and it is a town where many former international students continue to live even
after finding employment. It is a town where many Bangladeshi restaurants and grocery stores
compete for business, and it is also a town where study abroad businesses run and invest in
Japanese language schools (study abroad agencies) in Dhaka, where mosques are built and
Bangladeshis live as Muslims. The town became equipped with all the necessary identity
reproduction devices.

(4) Looking at the strategies of “Little Dhaka” ethnic businesses by competitive position,
the following characteristics were recognized. As for Bangladeshi restaurants, there is one
“Leader”, which specializes in home-cooked meals and caters mainly to local Bangladeshis,
and one “Nicher”, which specializes in halal Western cuisine that is not available at other
Bangladeshi restaurants. In contrast, “Challenger” is successful, catering specifically to
local Japanese customers, offering kebabs, curry, and even alcohol, which is not allowed to
Muslims, to increase sales to Japanese customers. The “Follower” imitated “Challenger”, and
it became a typical Bangladeshi restaurant in “Little Dhaka”.

Regarding the strategy of Bangladeshi food stores, long-established “Leader” stores sell halal
food products with a wide variety of products to local and Bangladeshis in Japan, and have the
highest market share among local Bangladeshis. Furthermore, he successfully runs a Japanese

language school (study abroad agency) in Dhaka using profits from his grocery store. By
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expanding its stores, “Challenger” not only offers a wide selection of halal ingredients, but
also a wide range of products, including daily necessities, daily wear, and ethnic costumes
from Bangladesh, aiming to capture the largest share of the local Bangladeshi population. The
“Followers” imitate the “Leaders” and use their profits from food stores and other businesses
to attend Japanese language schools (study abroad agencies) in Dhaka with their brothers
and relatives living in Bangladesh who have studied in Japan. As a result, many international
students from Bangladesh have been sent to Japan, and a large number of Bangladeshi
students have settled in Higashi-Jujo and Jujo, creating “Little Dhaka” and becoming new
customers for food stores in Higashi-Jujo and Jujo. This is a typical Bangladeshi grocery
store.
(5) After graduating from high school or university in Bangladesh, or dropping out of
university, those who wish to study in Japan enroll in a Japanese language school (study
abroad agency) in Dhaka and take the first step towards studying in Japan. Students study for
approximately six months to one year and pass N5 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test.
They come to Japan at around the age of 20, attend Japanese language school and vocational
school, or graduate from university, and then start working at Japanese companies around the
age of 25. Although many continue to work for companies, a certain number of them start
businesses such as used car trading and ethnic businesses such as Bangladeshi restaurants and
food stores. Those who run restaurants bring in cooks from their home town. When they got
married, they brought their wives home and raised their children in Japan. As the length of
residence in Japan increases to more than 10 years, the number of people acquiring the status
of “permanent resident” increases, and the number of people residing in Japan increases.
When former international students return to Bangladesh, a promising career option that
makes use of their Japanese language skills is to become a Japanese language teacher, or
even to establish or invest in a Japanese language school (study abroad agency). Regarding
the establishment of a Japanese language school (study abroad agency) in Dhaka, a former
international student who runs a Bangladeshi grocery store in Japan is playing an important
role. Establishing a Japanese language school (study abroad agency) requires start-up funds
and Japanese language teachers who are former international students, so the barriers to
new entry are not low. Therefore, it is necessary not only to have the personal qualifications
and financial strength of a business manager, but also to have the financial strength of co-
investors such as family members, siblings, relatives, and friends, as well as a wide range

of connections to acquire Japanese language teachers. These connections are social capital
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that spans not only local hometowns but also Japan and Bangladesh, and are indispensable in
establishing Japanese language schools (study abroad agencies).

Based on the above, in order to establish a Japanese language school (study abroad
agency) in Bangladesh, the following three capitals are required, the founder's (1) human
capital (educational level, including study abroad experience, management ability), (2)
economic capital (obtained from working in Japan, profits from restaurants and food stores,
and economic capital from one's parents' home), and (3) social capital (local connections
in hometown and cross-border connections in Bangladesh and Japan to recruit Japanese
language teachers, business partners, and investors.

All of these can be gained from the transnational relationship and experience between
Japan and Bangladesh by (former) Bangladeshi students. Playing an important role in this
transnational relationship are Comilla District, where international students and ethnic
business owners are from, Dhaka, where many Japanese language schools (study abroad
agencies) are located, and the suburbs of Dhaka, where international students are from as well
as “Little Dhaka” in Tokyo. In these places, it is possible to closely observe and learn from
successful people, and many people have imitated them as “Followers” and practiced life
paths and strategies similar to those of successful people. In other words, local social relations
and transnational social relations are connected in these particular places in terms of strategic
imitation and chain migration. The transnational relationship between Japan and Bangladesh,
in which bilateral social relations that cross borders continues, has been created not by any
particular well-known large company or multinational corporation, but by countless unknown

Bangladeshi (former) international students.

Keywords: Bangladeshi migrants in Japan, ethnic enclave, Little Dhaka, international

students, ethnic business, strategy, transnational.
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