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What the COVID-19 Pandemic Brought to University Education in Japan and Korea:
Results of the 6th Japan-Korea/Korea-Japan Dialogue Project and Implications for Japan
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Abstract

Under the COVID-19 pandemic that spread in 2020, schools were closed and classes were offered
online. There was particular confusion in South Korea and Japan, since it coincided with the start of a
new academic year for schools, including universities. In Korea, university students filed claims for an
unconstitutional trial and a civil suit for damages, demanding the return or reduction of their tuition fees
due to inadequate or irregular educational services and use of on-campus facilities. The plaintiffs lost
both cases, but about six months after filing the unconstitutional appeal (received on March 22, 2020), the
Higher Education Act was amended (October 20, 2020). A provision that allows tuition fees to be returned
or reduced due to the coronavirus pandemic, etc., was newly established, and the regulations for tuition
fees and the Tuition Fee Deliberation Committee were expanded. In Japan, student movements have been
developed at various universities demanding (1) payment of benefits and reduction or refund of tuition fees,
(2) use of facilities such as libraries, (3) improvement of course and educational environments, (4) support
for overall student life including extracurricular activities and job hunting activities, and (5) disclosure of
information, etc. They also led to nationwide movements such as the Student Advocacy Group for Free
Higher Education(FREE) and the Action for Uniform Half Tuition Fees. In response, various measures
were taken by universities and the Japanese government to support students. This paper summarizes the
two reports by Byoung-Ho Jung and Shigeru Mitsumoto on the 6th Japan-Korea/Korea-Japan Dialogue,
"What the COVID-19 Pandemic Brought to University Education in Japan and Korea" (November 4, 2023),

and clarifies the results of the dialogue project and provides suggestions for Japan.
Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, (Korea) unconstitutional trial and lawsuit for return of tuition fee, (Japan)
tuition reduction and refund campaign, right to higher education, ideal state of university

education



