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Yan Hui and His learning -Dialogue on the Analects of Confucius

R HEE
NAKAGAWA Masamichi
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This report is a lecture plan on Chinese classics. We read some texts from the Analects of Confucius. From these
experiences children raised their questions. In the style of philosophy for children, we discussed about following

question. “Why (Yan Hui’s) short life is unfortunate/unhappy?”, “What was Yan Hui’s suffering?”
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Key words:  philosophy for children, philosophical dialogue. Japanese language education, Language cul-

ture, The Analects of Confucius
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When Yan Yuan [Yan Hui] died, the Master cried out, “Oh, Heaven is destroying me!

Heaven is destroying me!”
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6.3 Duke Ai asked, "Who among your disciples love learning?”
Confucius responded, saying, “There was Yan Hui, who loved learning. He did not
transfer his anger elsewhere, and he did not repeat a mistake. But unfortunately he had
a short life and is dead now. Since his death, there is no one left who loves learning—at

least I haven’t heard of anyone.”
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The Master said, "What an extraordinary man was Hui [Yan Hui] ! Living in a shabby
neighborhood on a bowlful of millet and a ladleful of water—most people could not have
endured such misery, but Hui did not let it take anything away from joy. What an ex-

'II

traordinary man was Hui!
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2.9 The Master said, “I can speak of Hui [Yan Hui] all day, and he does not disagree with
me or question what I said. Thus it seems as though he were stupid. But afterward,
when I observe what he does on his own, I realize that he is able to give full play to what

III
.

he has learned. Hui is not stupid at al
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