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Establishment of Alliance of Feminist Representatives
and subsequent activities:
A case study of the women’s movement and quota system in

Japan between 1990 and 2020

OHATA Masahiro*

Abstract

This paper is a study on Alliance of Feminist Representatives (AFER).

AFER has been advocating the introduction of a gender quota system in Japanese politics since
the establishment of the association. Such AFER activities differ from the claims of other women's
organizations. By studying AFER activities during this period, I would like to understand more accurately
the political participation of Japanese women after the Cold War. I would like to contribute to the study
of Japanese political and social movements.

So what is this AFER activity. When and how did the group form. What kind of organization did the
organization form. What activities has the organization carried out.

To my knowledge, there is no prior study on AFER that has discussed this point in detail.
Therefore, in this paper, I would like to answer the above questions by analyzing AFER’s journal and
other publications.

To begin with the conclusion, AFER was founded on February 15, 1992, fueled by anger toward
gender discrimination symbolized by the practice of “tea serving.” The organization worked to increase
the number of female parliamentarians and to create a situation where women'’s voices are more likely to
be reflected in politics. AFER has been working with the introduction of the quota system as a campaign
policy since its establishment, including the assertion of Mariko Mitsui, one of the first representatives,
and this has been passed down to the present day.

However, AFER has not expanded much in size, despite its active activities. Why. This point will be

discussed as a future issue, along with the study of the effects of backlash.

* Doctoral Student, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.





