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The Changes in the View of Bakumatsu Diplomacy in History Textbooks

—Focusing on the Descriptions of the Kaei and Ansei Periods —

lisc I PN

Kotaro Watanabe

Abstract

The descriptions in history textbooks are affected by the historical views or research
in the academic world. This study focused on those about the Bakumatsu diplomacy,
whose historical views have been changeable, and aimed at clarifying how the
descriptions have changed over about half and a century and proposing an ideal
history textbook. The author collected more than 50 history textbooks used from the
Meiji era to the present and compared the descriptions with the then major historical
view. The results was divided into three categories, before WWII, after WWII, and the
present. Before WWII, the Bakumatsu diplomacy was evaluated negatively in the
nationalistic descriptions. After WWII, it was also evaluated negatively in the
Marxian descriptions. However, the textbooks in the present give it a positive
evaluation by reflecting new research. In conclusion, the changes of historical views
have affected the descriptions in history textbooks, and it is also the case with
Bakumatsu diplomacy. Finally, this research proposes that history textbooks should
offer various kinds of historical views to students and encourage them to consider
their own interpretation of historical facts.

Keywords: history textbooks, Bakumatsu diplomacy, Tokugawa shogunate,
Japan-US treat, historical views
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