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Abstract

"The accelerated plan for the Children's Future Strategy (decided by the Cabinet in December 2023), which was formulated under the
Basic Act for Children, includes three free provision measures (free early childhood education and childcare, free school lunches, and
free tuition for large families). Following the general election in fall 2024, the House of Representatives became a minority government.
From the 215th Diet session onward, the government shifted from a forceful approach based on sheer numbers to a more deliberate
approach, forcing it to seek out and negotiate with opposition parties that agreed on specific themes. After discussions with the Japan
Innovation Party, the free high school education plan, which was not induded in the accelerated plan, will be implemented in 2025,
induding the abolition of income restrictions, and the private school surcharge will be implemented in 2026. In addition, free school
lunches will be implemented for elementary schools in 2026, and for junior high schools as soon as possble.

Keywords: population decline and extremely low birthrate, Basic Act on Children/Children’s Future Strategy, minority ruling

parties/deliberations and consultations with opposition parties, free education
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