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A Study on the Approach to Japanese Language Teacher Training as a

Graduate School Minor Program

SAITO Miho

This paper examines the approach to Japanese language teacher training as
a graduate school minor program, based on peer reviews of ‘classroom teaching
practice (Kyodan-jisshu)' conducted by trainees themselves.

The Graduate School of Intercultural Studies at our university offers a
minor-equivalent program of Japanese language teacher training. Its distinctive
features include the fact that international students, i.e., non-native Japanese
speakers, constitute approximately half of the cohort, and that, due to its nature
as a minor program, those enrolled do not necessarily specialize in language
education. Within the teaching practice component of this program, trainees
conduct ‘classroom teaching practice’ with actual learners, and peer review of
each other’s practice is mandatory.

This paper analyses differences in evaluation between native and non-native
Japanese speakers regarding their classroom teaching practice. It uses peer
review data from six trainees enrolled in the 2024 academic year: three native
Japanese speakers and three non-native speakers. The analysis examined
evaluation scores across 15 predetermined items. Furthermore, it explored what
insights native and non-native speaker trainees gained from the same target
practice by examining the free-response comments in their peer reviews. From
the analysis, it is observed that one of the native trainees who is not specializing
in language education provided observations not found in the descriptions of
other trainees.

The findings suggest that differences in expertise—specifically, whether one
specializes in language education—rather than merely native speaker status,
influence the insights gained during lesson observation. This highlights an
advantage of the training program’s structure as a graduate minor program.
Utilizing these differences could enable more multifaceted lesson observation,

potentially enhancing the teacher training program.





