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The Formative Environment Leading to “Art” Rooted in
Japanese Traditional Culture: An Interview with Aikido Master

Hiroshi Tada
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MUKAI Akiko

Summary

Aikido master Tada Hiroshi, a direct disciple of Aikido founder Ueshiba Morihei and a key
figure in promoting Aikido both domestically and internationally after the war, practices
Aikido as an "art" rooted in traditional Japanese culture. This research note includes
previously unpublished excerpts from an interview conducted in 2022, which explore his
upbringing before he came to view Aikido in this way. This interview, based on the author's
concerns about the categorization of Japanese art in modern times, was conducted with the

nn

intention of providing insight into contemporary concepts such as "Japan," "Japanese culture,"
and "art and other forms of art rooted in Japanese culture." For more details, please refer to
my previous research note "The Crossroads towards 'Art' against the Background of a
Japanese Cultural: Interview with Hiroshi Tada, Aikido Master." This research note includes
the interviewee's "prewar life and elementary school environment," "travel to Manchuria," "
childhood lessons," and "faith and religious experiences at home" before his encounter with
Aikido. In addition, this research note includes the topic "The Overseas Spread of Aikido in
Italy," which is related my essay "The Popularization and Overseas Expansion of Aikido: A

Study on the Transformation and Dissemination of Japanese Culture in Modern Era."
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