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Improvement of Azan Stain with a Modified Phosphotungstic

Acid Treatment

Michiko Tanaka' and Mariko Okuno®

ABSTRACT : Azan stain 1s an excellent method for staining connective tissue. But this
method needs about 1 day to finish. Especially the duration of placing sections in 5 %
phosphotungstic acid solution is a time consuming step. This step requires from 1 —3
hours to overnight. We examined the effect of the duration of phosphotungstic acid treat-
ment on staining. When tissue sections were in 5 % phosphotungstic acid solution for
more than 20 minutes, sections were well stained. Moreover, microwave irradiation during
phosphotungstic acid treatment made the duration of placing time shorten dramatically to

20 seconds.

Key Word : Azan stain,
Phosphotungstic acid,
Microwave irradiation.
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