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Looking for the Science of Human Development:
Based on the debates in The 4th Symposium on Human Development -
Networking of Human Intelligence, Its Possibility and Strategy -

Shin-ichi Asano

Faculty of Human Development, Kobe University

This paper is to address some problems on the Science of Human Development,based on
the debates in the Part 2 of the Symposium, "Current Issues in Contemporary Society and
Networking of Human Intelligence: Sustainable Economy,Enviroment and Human Development",
which was held on the December 1999. And, because our argument should take some steps
forward, here is adopted the controversial style of description to object to "the common sence"
that we are apt to premise when we discuss this kind of issues.

"The common sence: The environmental disruption is caused by the anthoropocentricism"”.

No! The environmental disruption is not caused by the anthoropocentricism, but by lack of it. It
is necessary now for us to form the new "subject-environment" of the human being, by the human
being, for the human being. So the Science of Human Development need approach the
fundamental question, "What is the human being?"

"The common sence: Natural resources have limits, and we should restrict our productive
forces and desire, or construct the recycling-circulation system of economy and society". No!
Nature is infinite and we cannot construct the circulation system of economy and society which
controls the nature perfectly. So we cannot maintain to survive without the sustainable
development of the intelligence and the productive forces.

"The common sence: The environment is the outside world that surrounds the human being"
No! It is impossible and meaningless to distinguish the environment from the human being. It is
important for us to overcome the dualism of the subject and the environment.

"The common sence :The age of modern is a period of the material civilization, the
industrialism and the anthropocenitrism. This is the cause of the environmental disruption today".
No! Although the modern age brought us many serious crises, it has also shown the possibility to
get over them and develop the alternative way. The Science of Human Development must make
clear the process of clarifying the human capabilities.

"The common sence: The cause of the environmental disruption is in the original desire of
the human being who demands abundant life. Hence we should charge our life style and restrain
our desire". No! The current productive forces that are distorted through the capitalism mode of
production cause the environmental disruption. We should reconsider the productive style itself,
which leads us to desire to demand abundant life.

"The common sence :It is the post industrial society and the networking of human
intelligence that restrains and overcome the environmental disruption”. No! The post industrial
society, which we have found in the developed countries, is one of the factors of the new global
industrial society,so that the networking of human intelligence based on it should bring new
global crises particularly to the developing countries. We must understand that it is just an illusion
to convert from the material and industrial society to the intelligent society.

"The common sence :The environment means the nature and the environmental problem is
its disruption". No! The environment means all the meaning phenomena for human being.Hence
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the society, the infomation,the art and the nature form the linkage in the environment.

"The common sence: The society is the relations of human being. The natural sciences
objectively analyze the nature,and the social sciences are to find the desirable relationsof human
being". No! The society is the mode to reproduce the human life,which is a part of the nature.
The Sience of Human development must overcome the dualism of the nature and the society, and
the natural science and the social science.

"The common sence: The Science of Human Development is the interdisciplinary and the
applied science, which presupposes existing disciplins”. No! The Science of Human Development
is the new cosmology or the alternative scholar-ship. It is the practical science from the viewpoint
of the anthropocentricism, and the fundamental science to study the human being radically.

"The common sence: The interchange and joint of the different field experts make the new
tide of study inevitably". No! The interchange and joint of the different field experts needs clear
what is the focus for them.And they have to have some partucular disciplines and theories to joint.
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