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Kanji and Vocabulary Learning Methods
observed by learners of Japanese as a foreign language

NAKANISHI Yasuhiro

In this paper, | look at what methods learners of Japanese use to remember
new kanji and vocabulary that they have learnt. These findings will be used to
improve teaching methods.

I implemented a questionnaire which asked* How do you study and
remember new kanji and vocabulary?’. The results showed that learners
remember new kanji and vocabulary they have learnt in class by reading and
writing the items while they understand the meaning. In particular, this survey
confirmed the fact that many learners remember the items by writing them.
Also, it is seen that they actively use the kanji and vocabulary they have learnt
in their daily lives, and that there are distinct individual difference in learning
methods used.

From the above many ideas about how to teach kanji and vocabulary have
come to light. Firstly, instruction on both reading and writing is important.
Secondly, it is also important to give instruction by explaining the meaning
clearly using context.
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