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Multilingual signs for Latin American residents in a local town in Japan O findings
based on fieldwork in Minokamo city
TERAO Satoshi

In recent years, there have been a variety of studies concerning multilingual
signs in Japan. However, these reports are normally concentrated at the center
of large scaled cities and there have been relatively few investigations of smaller
towns.

However in such small towns there is usually less fluidity of population
among the locals who normally do not speak foreign languages and are not
accustomed to dealing with people from other countries. On the other hand, due
to the periodic needs of local industries, such as small-sized subcontractors
manufacturing automotive parts, there is also a larger proportion of foreigners
who generally only stay temporarily and who have neither sufficient time nor
Japanese language proficiency to learn local rules.

Due to the different lifestyles of native Japanese and newly arrived non-
Japanese, there is the potential for social and cultural friction. In order to
alleviate such friction, supplying information for newcomers including
multilingual signs would be quite helpful.

This paper reports on the results of fieldwork around the station of
Minoohta, the main town of Minokamo city, where there is a concentration of
Latin Americans, especially Brazilian citizens. There are many useful bilingual
signs in Japanese and Portuguese; however, some signs include unpleasant
expressions which could be improved.
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