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BookReviews

MODERNIRISHHISTORY

Richar°∫.Kelly

JosephJLeeJreland1912-1985:PoliticsandSociety(CambrldgeUniversity

Press,1989).

Ireland1912-1985presentsanin-depthanalystsOflrlShperformance,North

andSouth,inthetwentlethcentury.ThebookfocusesontheprlmaCyOfpoll-

ticsinlrlShpublicaffairs,andpromulgatesthatIrishpolitlCSmustbeunder-

Stoodinthebroadercontextofeconomic,soclal,administrative,cultural,andin-

tellectualhistory. DrawingextensivelyonprlmaryOrOrlglnalsources,and

placingtheIrishexperiencefirmlylnaCOmParativecontext,thisworkisby

anystandardsamajoranalyticalstudyofthefirstimportancethat,Ithink,is

requiredreadlngforallwhowishtodeepenthelrunderstandingofthenature

ofmodernIrishhistory.

AgreatstrengthofthebooklSthewayitobjectivelymakesuseoftheava-

1ancheofarchlValmaterlalthathasrecentlycomeonstreaminlrelandtoval1-

dateorrefuteargumentsitsetsforth.Suchmaterialcanbeasmuchacurseas

ablessingforthehistorianlnthatitcancausècomplacencyconcerningtheen-

duringqualitiesofhisneCeSSarllyprovisionalconclusions.,1 Theauthorisnot

justawareofthispltfall;hedoeshisbesttoavoiditbyaimlngtOtranscendthe

fragmentationofperspectivecharacterlSticofthecontemporarymind.ThlS

goaltostrivetowardsatotalhistoryorsynthesis,notinthefutilesenseof

tryingtOWriteeVerythlngabouteverythlng,butinthesenseofseekingtore-

1･Lee.JosephJ(1989)Jyela)td1912-1985PoLltlCSaナtdSociety(CambrldgeUnlVerSltyPress),pxll
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VealtherangeofrelevantllnkagesbetweenthevarletleSOfactlVltyWithwhich

helSCOnCerned,lSthesupremechallengeforanyhlStOrian.Awareoffalling

shortofthatgoal,Prof.Lee'shopelSthathisbookwillputthereaderfacingin

therightdlreCtion:thlSltachieves.

ComparatlVeperspectivecanIlluminateanunderstandlngOftheIrishcondi-

tlOn,butasProf.LeelnterestinglypolntSOut∴thereiswhollynocomparable

case.,2 Toillustratethis,hediscussesseveraldistinctlVefeaturesoftheIrish

experience TheRepublicofIreland,followingahighlyunusualcolonial-type

hlStOry,achievedadegreeofpolitlCalstabilityrareforanewstate.Northern

Ireland,ontheotherhand,failedtofindlegitimacylntheeyesofamadequate

numberofitslnhabltantStOpreventitselfbelngtornapartfromwhatappears

tobeavarietyoftribalrellglOuSWar.TheSouthhassucceededinmaintaining

mllltaryneutrality,butithassuccumbedevermoretoculturaldependence.It

hasauniquedemographichistory,andamostunusualeconomichistory,With

oneoftheslowestratesofgrowthingrossnationalproduct(G.N.P.)ofany

Europeancountryinthetwentletlhcentury.TheNorth,too,lnasomewhatdif-

ferentway,presentsaslmllarnegativeeconomlCpattern.Eventhiscursory

cataloguesufficestoremlndusthatrecentIrishhistoricalexperlenCeCannotbe

encompassedwlthinconventionalcategoriesofeitherEuropeanorThirdWorld

hlStOrlOgraphy.This,asProf.Leesuggests,mayhavesomeinterestingresults

lnthatlfcomparatlVeperspectivecanilluminatetheIrishscene,anunderstand-

ingoflrlShhlStOrymaylnturnenrichwiderhistoricalperspectives.

TheblggeStdlChotomyfaclngthelrlShcontemporaryhistorianisbelngSimul-

taneouslylnSlderandoutsider.HecannotpronounceonbothNorthernIreland

andtheRepubllCfromthesameperspective,replyingonthesamesllentassump-

tions. ThisbooklSWnttenfromaSouthernperspective;therefore,Prof.

2.Lee,Ibld,pxlll
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Lee'sownperspectivesarenotconcealed.Buthehastrledtoassesslndi-

viduals,NorthandSouth,withintheirtraditions.ByfacinguptothlSChaト

lengeofcontemporaryIrishhistorythebookmarksanewdirectlOnbecausea

generationofIrishhistoriansuptonowtendtoexorcisepassionfromthestudy

ofthepastwhichisattainedforthemostpartbyevadingthlSChallenge.

ThemostsigniflCantachievementofthebookliesnotsomuchlnthehistorlC-

aldetailsitsetsforthaslnthequestionsitraisesaboutthesedetalls.ItlS

truethatIrelandhasbeenobsessedwlthasenseofitshlStOry,andhasfortoo

longfacedthefuturelookingbackwards.'Withouthistory',dePaorwrites,

'theIrishnationisnothing.Ithasdefineditselfbyitshistory PerhapsitlS

nothing･ThatremalnStObeseen/3 ThlSIronicbalancemayreflect,according

toProf.Lee,thedlSenChantmentofthemld･elghties,stumbllngtowardsthefu-

turewithtragedylntheNorthandgloomlntheSouth.Itmayreflecttooa

senseoftheunfulfilledpotentialofself-government.Hegoesontosuggestthat

themodernlrish,contrarytopopularimpresslOn,havelittlesenseofhlStOry

WhattheyhavelSaSenseOfgrleVanCe,WhlChtheychoosetomakerespectable

bytermingltaShlStOry.Thus,historylS'notsomuchamatteroflearnlng

fromthepastasofstlrringoldgrleVanCeStOkeepthemontheboll.I4

Tolearnfromhistory,Prof.Leeconcludes,isoneofthemostdlfflCultchal-

1engesconfrontinganypeople,andtheIrishofthelate-twentiethcenturyhave

stilltolearnhowtolearnfromthelrreCenthistory Thisbooknotonly

heraldsthebeginnlngOfthistask,ltalso,inItsCrltlCalevaluatlOnOflrlShhlS-

torlOgraphy,suggestswaysofachleVinglt.

Ireland191211985is,Ithink,themostpowerfulanalysisyettOappearOfcon-

temporaryIrishsociety,andanessentlalbookforanyonewIShlngtOunderstand

anddiscussthepast,presentandfutureofmodernIrelandinanymeanlngfu1

3. dePaor,Llam(1985),HGonewlththewind,=IrishTimes,4July

4. Lee.lbld,PXIV
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way. ItlSWritteninastylethatisaboundwlthwlt,andhasadepthand

freshnessofperceptlOnthatmakesitbyanystandardsaremarkable

achleVement.

SincethisbookwaspubllShed,andespeciallysince1995,theeconomicfortunes

oftheRepublicofIrelandhavetakenanupturn:itpresentlyhasthemostrapid

economlCgrowthofanyoftheEuropeanUnlOn(E.U.)Countries.Inthellght

oftheserecentdevelopmentsthenatureofsuchsociO-economicanalysisOf

political-hlStOricalchangemustconstantlyandcloselyaddressthecurrentcli一

mateofchangeanddlreCtion.WeawaitwhatwouldbeProf.Lee'spenetrating

andperceptlVeCrltiqueasongoingsooninasecondeditlOn.


