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Summary

This paper analyzes the accent patterns of X-taroo and X-ziroo compounds and discusses
some related issues of interest. The personal names, taroo and ziroo, are known to exhibit
peculiar compound accent patterns when they form a larger personal name such as Kintaroo,
Momotaroo and Kinziroo. This paper demonstrates that, unlike ordinary noun-noun
compounds, the accentuation of X-ziroo and X-taroo compounds is determined by the
phonological length of their lefthand member, with reference to syllable structure as well as
mora structure. This reinforces the argument that the syllable is indispensable in the putatively
mora-based prosodic system of Tokyo Japanese. The second half of the paper discusses the
implications of this descriptive generalization to argue (a) that the accentual difference
between X-ziroo and X-taroo compounds is attributable to the presence or absence of voice in
the righthand member, and (b) that the three accent patterns exhibited by X-taroo and X-ziroo
compounds are governed by the general principle of trichotomy, which underlies various
linguistic phenomena in natural languages.
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