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Chinese Government Strategies in Promoting Chinese Language in the United
States
0 A Case Study of the Confucius Institute at the University of Maryland

Chiharu KURODA

This paper attempts to examine recent Chinese government language policies
and its strategies for promoting Chinese language and culture. Emphasis is
placed on analyzing the process of establishment at the first Confucius Institute
in the North America, the Confucius Institute at the University of Maryland. The
Confucius Institute at the University of Maryland was established in 2005 under
a storong initiative of Chinese government. Since it is located near Washington
D.C, and is the first Confucius Institute in the North America, the Chinese gov-
ernment gives high priority on it. It views the Confucius Institute at the Univer-
sity of Maryland as a pilot program in the United States and invests adequate
funds for its activities. While the Confucius Institute at the University of Mary-
land provides nonacademic non-credited courses for professionals and teachers of
Chinese, it is also fostering cooperative ties between local governments and local
school boards. The focus of this paper will show the Chinese government’s inten-
tion to spread the influence of the Chinese language and Chinese culture in the
primary and secondary education systems in the United States through activities
provided by the Confucius Institutes.





