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A Sketch on Translation in Technical Legal Assistance by Japan
: Avoiding mistranslation while having no fear of
misunderstandings

Sozaburo MITAMAYAMA KAWATA
Abstract

Laws and regulations formed in cooperation with Technical Legal Assistance from Japan
have great deal of influence of translation apart from the contents of the Japanese legal
systems itself. That is because it is necessary to go through translation in explaining a legal
system that is also a linguistic system while the Japanese legal experts are not always experts
of the language, the current custom and law of the recipient country.

On the other hand, the position of translation as a tool of technical transfer in the dispatch of
JICA experts has not always been significant. Hesitation of budgeting for translation is
especially prominent.

There are unique difficulties within translation in Technical Legal Assistance such as 1.
difficulty of accurate translation and 2. Difficulty of term creation.

As for the difficulty of accurate translation, the existence of unique rules of use of legal
terms and wording of legal text in Japan is reckoned. As for the difficulty of the term creation,
while it is known that the translation of ideal concept is emphasized as a characteristic in the
Technical Legal Assistance, the ideal concept of law has historical and cultural backgrounds
therefore one may finds the lack of the equivalent ideal concept in the recipient country.
Actually, in the Technical Legal Assistance for Cambodia, the Japanese legal experts faced the
problem of lack of equivalent legal terms in Khmer. This paper introduces the choice of
translator facing that kind of problem.

After discussing the above problems, this paper provides the following suggestions.

1. Making the promotion of translators in the recipient country as a component of Technical
Legal Assistance,

2. Positioning translation where it deserves with its responsibility in Technical Legal
Assistance,
13 required conditions for translator in Technical Legal Assistance,

4. Realizing close teamwork with former JBIC sectors in Technical Legal Assistance

regarding financing translation budget etc.
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