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Recovering Management of Arts and Cultural Heritages from Disaster
Academic Forum of Urban Culture Research vol.5
17-21 January 2007, inGadjah Mada University

“Preservation of disaster affected historical mate

rials:A report of activities of a volunteer”

In this article, I examined the maintenance activity of

the disaster affected historical materials by a
volunteer group called “The Volunteer Network for
Historical Materials (VNHM for short)”. VNHM was
established in order to rescue the historical records

which suffered damage from the Great Hanshin

94

Earthquake in 1995. In addition, after 2004, we
decided to cope with not only an earthquake but also
a flood. I introduced rescue operation of flood
damage historical materials by Typhoon No.23
occurred in October, 2004. "VNHM" worked on
maintenance of flood damage historical materials
around the northern part of Hyogo and the northern
part of Kyoto that there was many of a flooded
house. At the time of large-scale disaster, the local
able
investigate non-designated culture assets mostly.

administrations were not to protect and
Non-designated cultural assets were not objects of
protection even if they were the things which were
important for the area. We consider them as object of
preservation if they can shed light on the history of a
village or a town although they are not designated as
Inhabitants

cooperated with "VNHM", we discovered these flood

cultural assets. of a stricken area

damage historical materials and we were able to
rescue them. These non-designated cultural assets

were salvageable with a vacuum freeze dryer



installed in the archaeological property centers in
Japan. The of History,
Archaeology and Cultural Properties collaborated to
restore historical materials which suffered damage

various disciplines

from disaster in Japan. I described the processes and

problems encountered during the cooperated

preservation activities.
(Masakazu Matsushita)
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