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On Possibility of Japanese Genealogy
In Sovereignty Theory

TANAKA Satoru”

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to fill a gap in the relationship between the human
science and the social science with insights from the concept of* Sovereignty.” It is an
attempt to elaborate on a possibility of using the concept of* sovereignty” to
understand the history of political thought throughout the pre-modern and modern
Japan.

Supremeness and absoluteness can be attributed to the“ sovereignty” of a
modern state, and the modern state can do all unlimitedly to transcend the law. The
concept of* sovereignty” in modern sovereign states contains theological spirit and is
systematized by theological thought. Before the modern days, God had the almighty
authority. In the modern age, it belongs to secular states. Therefore, the "formation of
sovereign states" does not mean the“ formation of the concept of sovereignty.” This
means that the power or omnipotence of God has moved to secular states. The
historical matter that sovereign states have been formed in Europe should be
regarded as that of the recognition of the whole world. It is possible to grasp this
process as one phase of change of the religious worldview on transcendence and
secularity.

When we reconsider the pre-modern Japan from such a point of view, the studies
of SATO Hiroo attract our attention. According to him; Shinkoku thoughti O O OO [T
in medieval Japan put® Shinkoku Nippon O 0O O O 0" which means a secular and
national land of Japan, under the universal Buddhist world. When such universal

transcendence was lost, it means that the Middle Age had to be converted into the

0 O Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University.
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modern time.
Several problems are still left unsolved in this research area. However, the
viewpoint of this paper will give us a suggestion on how to analyze sovereignty theory

in politics as a subject of the religious worldview.
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