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Japanese Ceramics Collections in France in the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century
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Abstract

Under the influence of Japonisme in the second half of
the nineteenth century, various kinds of Japanese
ceramics were popularized and massively collected in
France. Although many articles dealt with this topic,
almost no systematic works have been done in respect
of the initiative purposes and roles played in the
society. According to the author’s view, Japanese
ceramics collections in France should be analyzed
based on socio-cultural investigation.

In this article the author first classified the then
collections into three categories: exoticism-based
collections, academically oriented collections and
collections of limited types of ceramics with very
specific tastes. Second, the three types of collections
were discussed in terms of the social environment.
Keywords: Material Culture, Japonisme, Collection,

Ceramics, France
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