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Oieryu and Karayo in the Edo Period: The Nature and Role of Two Calligraphic Styles as Visual

Communication Media
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Abstract

This article focusses on two calligraphic styles,
Oieryu and Karayo which were widely spread in
the Edo period (1603-1867) in Japan. I shall
examine; first of all, how they historically
developed until the Edo period, and secondly
what kind of role they played in socio-cultural
context. Finally it is clarified that they were
informative media to communicate symbolically
governmental power and/or scholarly authority.
Keywords: Visual Culture Studies, Oieryu, Karayo,
Calligraphy, Visual Communication Media, Edo
Period, Japan
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