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“Punch” of Kokkan Odake as Visual Communication Media

YEMZESS Misuzu Kubota
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Abstract
This paper discusses the “Punch” of Kokkan
Odake (1880-1945), a Nihonga (Japanese

traditional painting) painter who was active
since the Meiji latter period to the Taisho era.

Though he drew other a lot of paintings in
media of various genres (Ebanashi, Pictorial,
Baiyaku print etc.), in addition to many Nihongas,
his works were hardly hit with light on Japanese
modern art history.

In late years his “Punch” has come to attract
attention in the fields of comics study and picture
book study. It is because, in his punch, many
elements characterizing current comics and a
picture book are included a lot.

It is my greatest interest to put the works
which he left in media of various genres in a field
of vision and approach his real face as a picture
book painter. To this end, in this paper, I put the
light on his “Punch” in particular, considered
them as visual communication media, and made
clear those structures of visual communication.

The results of this study show that the
structure of his “Punch” as visual communication
media is coherently characterized from the
of

“description”, which will be detailed in this paper.

viewpoints “pattern and function” and
And furthermore, this paper will be suggestive
when we review the whole of Kokkan’s

achievement.

Keywords:Visual Culture, Kokkan Odake, Punch,
Picture book, Comics, Baiyaku print, Visual

Communication Media
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