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The Style of Notation of Shamisen Music
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Abstract

This article examines the style of notation of
Shamisen music, which plays one of most important
part in Japanese traditional music. There is little
systematic style of notation. This presents us with
various problems. There are two forms of notation of
Shamisen music. One is the use of the private
notebook to prevent forgetting. Another is a score
written to popularize Shamisen music, which points
out the Kandokoro (fret position) of the Shamisen to
play works and the Mojifu of the texts. This article
explains how to use these notations in the sphere of
the private lesson, and secondly, in popularizing or
making the information available to the general
public. In particular there is almost no systematic
score for the Joururi which belongs to the genre
Katarimono . So we can investigate about Joururi as
it was played in the past only by deciphering Moyjifu
written in their texts. And the style of Mojifu beards
the influence of Heikyoku or Nou which belong to
Japanese traditional Katarimono. This article
points out the relationship of these terms within
Japanese traditional Katarimono. In also explains
about the Mojifu used by Miyakoji Bungo, one of the
famous musicians of Japanese traditional music.
Finally this article shows that Miyakoji Bungo’s
style is the starting point for Tokiwazu, Kiyomoto,

Shinnai, Miyazono and others.

Keywords: Sound Culture, Japanese traditional
music, Shamisen, Oral tradition, Mozifu, Musical

expression, Miyakoji bungo
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