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Aesthetic and Politics in Eugéne Delacroix's “Women of Algiers in Their Apartment”
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Abstract

Delacroix's painting, "Women of Algiers", was
inspired by the artist's trip to North Africa where
he served as a French Government delegate to the
Sultan of Morocco in 1832. Scholars of Modernist
art appreciate this painting for its technical
of

Impressionism and Modernist painting in general.

innovation and consider it a precursor
However, the social and political aspects of this
work have often been overlooked.

A critical reassessment of this work should take
into account the influences of both gender and
colonialism. First exhibited at the Salon of 1834,
Delacroix's depiction of women in an Algerian
harem clearly represents an Algeria destined to be
subordinated. The voluptuous female figures in the
painting serve both an ornamental and ideological
function. Delacroix's harem women are sensual,
luxurious figures. At the same time they are also
portrayed as idle, passive and corrupt. The images
of jaded, Oriental beauty in Delacroix's work reflect
colonial attitudes of the day.

It's clear that Delacroix's Orientalist painting
reflects the dominant sexist and colonial value
system shared by most nineteenth century white
European men. Nevertheless, on an aesthetic level,
the artist does not merely objectify his subjects. He
projects his own sense of ennui and melancholy
onto his subjects, giving his works a more universal
significance.
Keywords: Visual Culture, Text Culture,
Delacroix, Orientalism, Colonialism, Feminine

Representation
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