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The Male Nude in the Work of Suzanne Valadon

A& Shizu Konno
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Abstract

The aim of this article is to analyze the male nude in the
work of Suzanne Valadon (1865-1938), who worked
mainly from the end of the 19th century to the
beginning of the 20th century. Her work has been
recently given an attention in the context of feminist
critique of art history, but there has been no detailed
research about the male nude in her work. In addition
to the work of Valadon, I also referred to the male nude
in the work of two impressionists, Frédéric Bazille and
Gustave Caillebotte, who painted the male nude which
was unusual for the impressionist mainstream.

Lynda Nead claimed that the role of the male nude
historically differed from that of the female nude. In
fact we found out that Valadon’s “Casting a net” for
example was full of praise for the soldier, who was
probably at that time recognized as a representative of
masculine. On the other hand, Caillebotte transposed
the role, which was historically imposed on the male
nude, into a motif appropriate for his time, and from his
work we could read the gender roles for men in the
world of middle class, sports and manual labourers at
the age.

Furthermore, we pointed out in this article that the
expression of homosexuality could be seen in the male
nude by Bazille as well as Caillebotte and the quality of
men and women was shown in Valadon’s “Portrait of
the family” and “Adam and Eve”.

I hope that the discussion about the male nude will be
made more in the future research on gender in order to

compliment existing research on the female nude.

Keywords: Visual Culture, Suzanne Valadon, Feminist

Critique of Art History, Male Nude
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