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Abstract

Many of the exaggerated reactions of Yoshimoto
Shinkigeki comedians involve physical movements such
as gestures. Actually, physical messages are considered
to be one of the key elements that contribute to the suc-
cess of their comedy. The purpose of this paper is to
examine the unique ‘laughter production system’ of Yo-
shimoto Shinkigeki in physical context, and furthermore,
to analyze how jokes and comic situations are recog-
nized by the audience and how the performers on stage
express themselves to reach out to the audience.

During their golden age, Yoshimoto Shinkigeki per-
formances cracked jokes accompanied by a lot of
physical movements and they still now appeal to today’s
young audiences as being ‘very funny’. A joke by one
performer is immediately followed by an exaggerated
reaction, e.g., falling off the chair, etc., by his or her
co-performer. The series of motions enliven the per-
formance. The jokes themselves have been found to
contain many physical elements.

We recorded and analyzed with a motion capture sys-
tem the stage appearances of experienced performers
such as Tkeno Medaka and Shimaki Joji. Any digital
recording capturing their art is worth digital archiving of
an intangible cultural asset. This study suggests their
consummate performance can be scientifically analyzed
with the use of the motion capture technology.
Keywords: Body Culture, Comedy Performing Arts,
Yoshimoto Shinkigeki, Laughter in Physical Context
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