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Reception and Development of Jazz Music in Postwar Japan as Found in Swing Journal Magazine (1947-1965)
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Abstract

Swing Journal Company first launched a professional jazz
music magazine in 1947. The magazine Swing Journal
had taken an important role for the development of jazz cul-
ture for about 20 years since the first issue was published in
Tokyo, because it was only a mean for Japanese players and
critics to get information on American jazz.

The aim of this article is to explore how they accepted
jazz from America and developed their own music in Japan
through the magazine from 1947 to 1965. Firstly, in order
to examine this subject, I gave an attention to the figure
In the

result, it was clarified that as a whole, “Swing Jazz” was

images on the cover pages of the Swing Journal.

represented as dance music from 1947 to 1949, and the
photographs of white players are used between 1950 and
1960 and after 1961 black players appeared on the cover
pages of the magazine, although Japanese players were
often featured during this period. Japanese cover figures
included Nancy Umeki who was very popular in the USA.

Secondly, I analyzed which kind of social group Japa-
nese jazz players and critics belonged to at that time.
Most of them were young-male elites who graduated from
famous universities in and near Tokyo. For example,
Kyosen Ohashi graduated from Waseda University, Akio
Isono from Keio University and Teizo Ikegami from the
University of Tokyo. They often used media such as ra-
dio as well as the magazine to appeal to younger generation,
In

this way Japanese jazz culture as a part of urban youth cul-

and the promotion through media was very successful.

ture was rapidly formed by the elites in Tokyo area, espe-
cially in 1950s.

Keywords: Swing Journal, Jazz Music, Postwar Japan,
Youth Culture, Elite, Urban Culture
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