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On the Reception of Claude Debussy in Japan of the Prewar Period: Three Pieces Dedicated to Debussy in the

Special Number of Ongakushincho

=B¥{=3% Hitomi Sano
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Abstract

Interest in journalism arose in the early time of Showa
era, and many music magazines were launched. In
such publishing circumstances, the first issue of Onga-
kushincho was published in February 1924 (Taisho 13).
The magazine was especially interested in modern
French music. In this paper, I would like to analyze
three musical compositions, each entitled “Hommage a
Claude Debussy”, which appeared in the magazine,
volume 12, no.1 in 1935, a special number of Debussy.

These pieces were composed by three young com-
posers, Ichiro Ishida, Toshitsugu Ogiwara and Yasuji
Kiyose who were all inspired by Debussy. But the
works were done in different expression respectively.
Ishida was interested in Debussy’s use of oriental mode
and applied it to his work. Ogiwara was, however,
attracted by the playful rhythmic features and urban
style of Debussy’s work. On the other hand, Kiyose’s
approach was similar to Ishida’s, but Kiyose could inte-
grate his unique sensibility as a Japanese into his com-
position.

It was certain that there were two opposite attitudes to
modern French music during the prewar period in Japan;
some had accepted it as rustic and/or oriental one, and
others had recognized it as urban and/or western. It is
shown in this paper how such opposite attitudes were
reflected in three works by these Japanese composers
and it is also clarified how they accepted the works of

Impressionist musicians such as Debussy at that time.

Keywords: Sound Culture, Text Culture, Reception of
Musical Impressionism, Debussy, Les Six, Ichiro Ishida,

Toshitsugu Ogiwara, Yasuji Kiyose
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