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Rereading 'The Story of William Morris' by Kenkichi Tomimoto

HLf&E—  Shuichi Nakayama
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Abstract

As soon as architectural and interior design student
Kenkichi Tomimoto (1886-1963) submitted his graduate
work, 'A Musician's House', to Tokyo School of Art
(now Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Mu-
sic), he left for London in autumn of 1908, where he
enrolled on a stained glass evening course at the Central
School of Arts and Crafts, and studied and sketched
many pieces of art and design at the South Kensington
Museum. During his overseas trip days in London, he
also enjoyed traveling to Cairo and India to research in
Islamic architecture. Returning to Japan in June 1910,
his article entitled, 'Uiriamu Morisu No Hanashi' ('The
Story of William Morris' in English), which was the first
biography of William Morris as designer in Japan, ap-
peared in Bijutsu Shinpou (Art News in English) maga-
zine in 1912.  Since publication, it has been recognized
as a key text to understand how Tomimoto as a crafts-
man endorsed Morris's philosophy and work.

In this article I first review some important commen-
taries on Tomimoto's biography on Morris cited by re-
searchers and critics. Second, I demonstrate that the
biography was mainly based on Aymer Vallance's Wil-
liam Morris: His Art, His Writings and His Public Life,
which was first published in London in 1897. Owing
to the description of Red House in 'The Story of William
Morris', since the 1970s several scholars have clearly
stated that Tomimoto visited Red House personally.
However, the last section of my article makes clear that,
in all the materials I have to date been able to consult,

there is no evidence of Tomimoto's visit to the house.

Keywords: Kenkichi Tomimoto, 'The Story of William
Morris', Aymer Vallance, Red House
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“. .. The deep red colour, the great sloping, tiled
roofs; the small-paned windows; the low, wide
porch and massive door; the surrounding garden
divided into many squares, hedged by sweetbriar
or wild rose, each enclosure with its own particular
show of flowers; on this side a green alley with a
bowling green, on that orchard walks amid gnarled
old fruit—trees; — all struck me as vividly pictur—
esque and uniquely original.” In the grass—plot at
the back of the house is a covered well, with a
quaint conical roof. “Upon entering the porch,
the hall appeared to one accustomed to the narrow
ugliness of the usual middle—class dwelling of those
A solid

oak table with trestle-like legs stood in the middle

days as being grand and severely simple.

of the red-tiled floor, while a fireplace gave a
To the left,

close to the foot of the stairs, is a wooden partition,

hospitable look to the hall place.”

panelled with leaded panes of plain glass of antique
quality. This screen divides the main hall from a
lesser hall or corridor, which leads, at right angles,
into the garden and is lighted by windows of glass
quarries decorated with various kinds of birds and
other devices. In the centre of two of these
windows are single figure panels; the one repre—
senting Love, in a rich red tunic, flames of fire at
his back, and a stream of water traversing the
flowery sward at his feet; the other, Fate, robed to
the feet in green, with a wheel of fortune in her

hand. . . .*
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the Modern Movement from William Morris to Walter
Gropius.)

=AZYRAYGRAF— [EF T DREA—
FVZAPLT ey RAET] BAE=R, #T3EFRE.
19574F, ZOFREFIL, 1949F =2 —a— 7 REW
FENABFIITE T BB 2R (BETHERAR) DR AL 725> T
W5,

[re s & A& S H MR R £ LR35 348)
7% BIRSTIETTAE, 19994F, 41K,

3., 435,

TR [Eiaas (BEARES) J (R Hrie
Gk T BeAfTim 1) 55 —1EHL, 19694F, 72H, FFD72r
WZIRO—CN BoD, [ TEETRLIOARM i1, 4
Al R S L R PR ISR ES N EAE H K
D[ aiaiits JOHAMIC O &, FKO ARz NEEE
KREF LIRS E PO, S ER iRz v
TRELIZLOTHYET, | ARSI DIX, 19564F,
J. W. Mackail, ‘PREFACE’, The Life of William Morris,
Dover Publications, New York, 1995. (originally pub—
lished in two volumes by Longmans, Green, and Co.,
London, 1899.)

¥, P RFMR R E TR O ZOEFEY D YR
A, A ThoLRIRZ RS EH B3 HDHDT,
HEZRTDITLED | K LPRECHT-> T, L
DYRDOEZI R Z F IR A LT,



40

41

42
43

14

45

46

47
48

49

50

51

RIS RN HEH1 5 20054E 5

Stephen Calloway, Aubrey Beardsley, Harry N. Abrams,
New York, 1998, p. 37.[[A—7V—-ET7XY—f& | H
AFERR A Z0 7 NRARFER, 19984F, 3THZZ ]
Aymer Vallance, ‘PREFACE’, William Morris: His
Art, his Writings and his Public Life, .ongwood Press,
Boston, 1977. (reprint of the 1898 second edition,
published by G. Bell, London, and originally published
by George Bell and Sons, London, 1897.)

¥, PR RFMR R E TR O ZOEFEY D YR
K, AR CTHL LRI B HDLOT, #H
HZRTDHITLED, K CHEITHZ>TE, i
DF2ROEAINRZE EITFIH LT,
Ibid., ‘PREFACE’.
Jack Lindsay, ‘Foreword’, William Morris: His Life
and Work, Taplinger Publishing Company, New York,
1979.
ez i, BAOEEMZR ICH ST [FAT2—T 1
FNZBFDTA~ T 7T ADETLFNLEGRDHD
NBHDIX19064E T, ZDOIANILL FOLBYTHS,
‘Russian Peasant Industries’, 7he Studio, No. 157,
April, 1906. (vol. 37, pp. 241-248, reprinted by
Hon-No—-Tomosha, Tokyo, Japan, 1997.)
‘Recent Lead—-Work by Mr. G. P. Bankart’, 7he Studio,
No. 161, August, 1906. (vol. 38, pp. 194-199, re—
printed by Hon-No-Tomosha, Tokyo, Japan, 1997.)
‘The National Competition of Schools of Art, 1906’,
The Studio, No. 162, September, 1906. (vol. 38, pp.
309-319, reprinted by Hon-No—Tomosha, Tokyo, Ja—
pan, 1997.)
‘Of Some Recent Plaster Work by Mr. G. P. Bankart’,
The Studio, No. 164, November, 1906. (vol. 39, pp.
144-150, reprinted by Hon—-No—Tomosha, Tokyo, Ja—
pan, 1997.)
EAEE . AR (VAT L EVADFE (1) ],
16-17H,
Aymer Vallance, William Morris: His Art, his Writings
and his FPublic Life, Longwood Press, Boston, 1977, p.
49.
Ibid., p. 49.
ZO5I X, ROBERMICHT v v — T 2inbd
B&ED—HThD, WiX . [F7 7= /L RiIRESE
(%) J (T BE—BRAR, V7 aR—h, 19904F) | [ 4V
T B BVAOFELIR] (P LHE—, /NEPEES | EhTE—
RS, 19934F) | [77 7 = VRTIRD 725 ] (I
JIARERR, LA, 19974F) 728 DFHRRE AL BL T,
ZOEERHARIZBNTHT TICRA S TNDEE
E DL TR E T D,
Aymer Vallance, ‘The Revival of Tapestry—Weaving.
An Interview with Mr. William Morris’, 7he Studio, No.
16, July, 1894. (vol. 3, pp. 99-101, reprinted by
Hon-No—-Tomosha, Tokyo, Japan, 1995.)
KMEZ THITL-FIRO[HRWE] [MEEIFI
Hipats 19244, 34-35H,
BRI T b EY R EG R, AiHeHE. 65,

54

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61
62

63

64

65

TAT T 7FUAN, TRDATAN AT ar DRPEIT
L TF ¥ — VR BR—AHFEZ IR R TNDHDIEL,
18984ED FE2RR D FF T FBWTTHY | 189TFEDHIK
DFITIE, ZHUTRE =070, 2T 20T,
R— OO HEEE T T, FH2R CHFEA M
BNTEHDEEZE Z BTN,

70, U7 5-FVADFE(F) 1 (25H) IR HND
— X O(FETDRED—FN DA MO KIRIL, 18974
DYIRO KR E [ — T A3, 19TTHEIZ R E T 5F
2RRDE LTI, FIRDOZ D RRUT A A KiEirSi T
WD, IELWDIFHIRDEKFRTHY | FE2ROE LRI
B DU R DL A KR, HAeDTRE Lo, 22
UIZFTRI LR THHEBbis, Ll 19774 H
FROZDEAIRRKICIZ, 18984EDEE2RR D5E 272 FFRR T
HHZENBHEEINTNDD T, FH2URZDOHLDIZB
T, TTIRZOBIBREC QW RTEEN LD, TDH;
B BABERICHEA L DIZWIEA ThHho7=2 L
IZRVEITHDHN, LL, BADPERFETITIL, S
DI ERLNTNDELITHY, EDEERETI DR
DARETIESNTWIUE, 2O D LS KR 23
HICL CHRARZFI A LIZE W ETHZLIELTERNED
LiZ72%,

W R, AifERm L, 165,

AEE RS EARE SO L4, 105,

R TEAESLEEORA ] [REFIEIT8E
197343 H | 36 H,

HLH B, miTfERRSC. 173H,

‘Yuko Kikuchi assesses the ideas and influence of
Tomimoto Kenkichi’, Crafts, No. 148, Septem-
ber/October, Crafts Council, London, 1997, p. 22.
HAE [EROM - EAES ] WEEHL, 19994,
41-42H,

EAEE . AERI [UAVT L EVRADFE (1) ],
=

[RIFR3C, 16,

[AIEm L, 16 H,

HiEMEE (MESICE TTEARAESTOE[MMNS]
MERE=0ERE BAESE—M@R SEZ O
Rl(RA RS Ear) | 4% RIRSLEMHE, 199248,
118,

Catherine Croft, ‘House proud’, Crafts, No. 185, No—
vember/December, Crafts Council, London, 2003, p. 38.
Jan Marsh, Jane and May Morris: A Biographical Story
1859-1938, Pandora Press, London, 1986, p. 243.[%
Yov—va [UA)T7 L EVAOFELR] FlifE—,
NEFREDS . EATE AR, AR 3CAL, 19934F, 32THZZ
]

BE, Uxv~v—vald, Frat e MARAMGDOK
AT, (LyR e~y R) BT 2B EAHEL
TW5, Fvat A hANDY = A T 7 ATy
P UANVREPHTABEICERHIINTNDL4 BTV AN
HIPEL. = — =0, 20044212 B 12, EDYAMI#-
TUWAD. Goh, Osaku Iwumoto [Kosaku Iwamoto], M.
Saito, H. Shugio®4 A ® HARANFREIZ2OWT,



66

67

PilfE— IEEREBEEOIVAVT L EY RO RG2S

aF IV NTANDL X BNTZENEND NIZEET 5
R ERE A LIZ5 2 T, TOREEZFMMEFEL 7,
HEOBEIZHDT-O, WEERHERER NS 4
BSNLTWDbOD, BIRF R T, Fiat-hF AN
FOEEOWEE PO HE 2 LN FERESBIZL TR
AHNHIET 5L, ZDOANDFME L, BRTEE,
BARBPHE, TEEE (F2&) bDWITFEE S, £L T
T (L& 195) LB TIdlehoTomEfEES LD,

BRI, AABHEOAIREE T, HAHESE, O
HIZA VR TOAFITHESF, AARERI LI Y REDHK
DIFEFRLNZR DS D DD,

Daigoro Goh, ‘A Japanese View of New Japan’, 7he
Nineteenth Century, No. 168, February 1891, pp.
267-2178.

EARBELEBEEICOWVWTIR, TARE LT
(Thames Iron Works) Tt Th -7z — ikl s
T IOEZERLL T, AEARITI8964E3 H 25 Hinb,
WHRIEFAE11A 6 H 2 D3R E R, W4 0 H A&
1T BEDI0H 3L H, EARORERRIL, Je =R E
H | MR E KRS~ RIS, 2R e
T, OHICHEREEREZE T, 19364F DI - K
i CHEERINS, [E LIOBEEIZOWTL, T
DEHDOETE (232-233H) 12, Tl ELEADR
JEIZ DWW T, 9% (28-29 H B L 11685-686 H) IZ
BERE A9 FEIR STV,

W IR R S REN B AV R [ (21198) F—ik
Hi. 19954F,

M. Saito7S7F BEEL & Ch otz AlREMEb W 2SI

TS, TR TE2EERLTITERT. £
DYEMITI9004ED Y FEER 2| 19044FE Db
NAAT EEERREICBOTRRESN TV, $UT
SLIEIE. B ARBSER LS RRL, TAVIEEDOBES
B, EVARES b HBIZB ML T2 19044FE0 1
ke VAR T EETE S TO A AEEOMIEE T, M5
B 1 ELIHTN TV, TEEBIT O IOV TR,
ROFEFRCYRE Y AT 2 —T 44 NTB N TR S
naTnag,
Maude 1. G. Oliver, ‘Japanese Art at the St. Louis
Exhibition’ 7he Studio, No. 145, April, 1905. (vol. 34,
pp. 242-252, reprinted by Hon—-No—Tomosha, Tokyo,
Japan, 1997.)

BB, Fr— N R R —h BRKES, YATILENS
B Lo TW e AR S DRAIR L REORRFIZOVWT
1A T OEYIZFELL,

Transactions and Proceedings of the Japan Society,
London. Volume 1. London, 1893. Kegan Paul, Trench,
Triibner and Co., Limited.

ZO5I X, RROBERIZK T 5V o v — ahbd
BIEDO—HTH5,

AR, RAERRE [FRE) [EX TV A
DEEE -EAEERI(A4RESIZ07) #H
T R A S A b A e R R BR AR BT . 20004F, 150- 168,

95

E#$EEFICONT

HILfE— (2 E-Lwdnh)

MR RZHIZBLORE T 7/ KRR B HEZ, FME,
EBREET A8, 747 b FIAICE T 55 3T,
‘The Impact of William Morris in Japan: 1904 to the Present’,
Journal of Design History, vol. 9, no. 4, Oxford University
Press, 1996 72&,

E-mail: shuichin@kobe-u.ac.jp

HNotes on the Contributor

Shuichi Nakayama is Professor in the History of Design at
Kobe University, Japan and is also a Visiting Professor at the
University of Brighton, UK. His articles on William Morris
include ‘The Impact of William Morris in Japan: 1904 to the
Present’, Journal of Design History, vol. 9, no. 4, Oxford
University Press, 1996.



